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lead them in paths that they have not known; 1 will make. b 
darkneſs light before them, and crooked things ſtrait. 
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THE firſt of aha Ca Mühe 
is ſo well adapted an introduction to | 
the reſt, that to trouble the reader 
with a long preface would be quite 
needleſs and impertinent. I will, 
therefore, detain him from entering 
upon the delightful and inſtructive 
relation which the following ſheets 
preſent him with, little longer, than 
while I aſſure him that the narrative 


is (quite genuine, and that the fol- 
A 3 LE lowing | 


5 PREFACE. 


lowing letters were written to me at 
my requeſt. Some verbal relations 
of the facts awakened - my curioſity 


to ſee a more connected account of 


them, which the author very obli- 
gingly conſented to, having, at that 


time, no intention of its being made 
public. — But the repeated ſolicita- 


tions of friends have at laſt. pre- 
vailed; and, indeed, the publication 
is the more needful, as ſeveral im- 


perfect copies have been handed 


about, and there has been cauſe to 
think ſome ſurreptitious edition 
might ſteal through the preſs into 
the bands of the Fans 


| 1 e seen with conſent of 
the author, now ſent theſe letters 
abroad in their original form. They 
were written in haſte as letters. of 


' friendſhip, to gratify my curioſity; 


- Duet © 


PREFACE vii 

but the ſtyle, as well as the narra- 
tive itſelf, is ſo plain and eaſy, that 

corrections were thought needleſs. 

I can only add my beſt wiſhes, that 


the great truths they contain may = 


prove as edifying, as the facts are 
ſtriking and entertaining. 


T. HAWEIS. 


ALDWINCKLE, AUGUST, 1764. 


A4q4 ner. 


REVEREND AND DEAR SIR, 


1 MAKE no 3 but you have at 
times had pleaſing reflections upon that 


promiſe made to the Tjraelites, Duet. 


viii. 2. They were then in the wilderneſs, 
ſurrounded with difficulties, which were 


greatly aggravated by their own diſtruſt 
and perverſeneſs: They had experienced a 


variety of diſpenſations, the deſign of which 


they could not as yet underſtand; they fre- 
quently loſt ſight of God's gracious pur- 
poles in their favour, and were much 
diſcouraged by reaſon of the way. To 


compoſe and animate their minds, Moſes 


here gr to.them, that there was a fu-. 
I 3 ture 
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1 
ture happy time drawing near, when their 
Journey and warfare ſhould be finiſhed ; 
that they ſhould ſoon be put in poſſeſſion 
of the promiſed land, and have reſt from 
all their fears and trouliles ; ; and then it 
would give them pleaſure to look back 
upon what they now found ſo uneaſy to 
bear —< Thou ' ſhalt remember all the 
« way, by which the Lord thy God led 
e thee through this wilderneſs.” 
But the importance and comfort of 
© theſe words is ſtill greater, if we conſider 
them in a ſpiritual ſenſe, as addreſſed to all 
who are paſſing through the wilderneſs 
of this world to a heavenly Canaan ; who 
by faith in the promiſes and power of 
God are fecking an eternal reſt in that 
kingdom which cannot be ſhaken. The 
hope of that glorious inheritance inſpires 
us with ſome degree of courage and zeal 
to preſs forward, to where Irsus has al- 
ready entered as our forerunner; and 
when our eye is fixed upon him, ve 
are more than conquerors over all that 
would withſtand our progreſs. But we 
have not yet attained; we ſtill feel the 
infirmities of a fallen nature: through 
the remains of ignorance and unbelief, 
we often miſtake the Lord's dealings with 

us, 
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us, and are ready to complain, when, if 1 
we knew all, we ſhould rather rejoice. 
But to us likewiſe there is a time coming, 
when our warfare ſhall be accompliſhed, 
our views enlarged, and our light in- 
creaſed: then, with what tranſports of 
adoration and love ſhall we look back up- 
on the way, by which the Lord led us! 
We ſhall then ſee and acknowledge, that 
mercy and goodneſs directed every ſtep ; 
we ſhall ſee, that what our ignorance once 
called adverſities and evils, were in reality 
bleſſings, which we could not have done 
well without: that nothing befel us with- * 
out a cauſe ; that no trouble came upon 
us ſooner, or preſſed us more heavily, or 
continued longer, than our caſe required : 
in a word, that our many: afflictions were 
each in their place among the means em- 
ployed by divine grace and wiſdom, to 
bring us to the poſſeſſion of that exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory, which 
the Lord has prepared for his people: 
And even in this imperfect ſtate, though 
we are ſeldom able to judge aright of 
our preſent circumſtances, yet, if we look 
upon. the years of our paſt life, and com- 
pare the diſpenſations we have been 
at through, with the frame of our 
A 6 minds 
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minds under each ſueceſſive at ; if we 


conſider, how wonderfully one thing has 
been connected with another; ſo that, 


what we now number amongſt our great- 


eſt advantages, perhaps, took their firſt 


riſe from incidents which we thought 
hardly worth our notice; and that we 


have ſometimes eſcaped the greateſt dan- 
gers that threatened us, not by any wiſ- 
dom or foreſight of our own, but by the 


intervention of circumſtances, which we 


neither deſired or thought of I ſay, when 


we compare and conſider theſe things by 


the light afforded us in the Holy. Scrip- 
ture, we may colle& indiſputable proof, 
from the narrow circle of our own con- 
cerns, that the wiſe and good providence 
of God watches over his people from the 
earlieſt moment of their life, over-rules 


and guards them through all their wan- 


derings in a ſtate of ignorance, leads 


them in a way that they know not, till 


at length his providence and grace concur 
in thoſe events and impreſſions, which 
bring them to the nen of him, 


and -theniſelves. 


1 am perſuaded that every believer will, | 
upon due reflection, fee enough in his 
own caſe to confirm this remark ; but 
not 
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not all in the ſame degree. The outward 
_ circumſtances of many have been uni- 
form, they have known but little yariety 

in life; and, with reſpect to their inward 
change, it hap been effected in a ſecret 
way, unnoticed by others, and almoſt un- 
perceived by themſelves— The Lord has 
| ſpoken to them, not in thunder and tem- 
peſt, but with a ſtill ſmall voice «he has 
drawn them gradually to himſelf; fo that, 
though they have a happy aſſurance of the 
thing, that they know and love him, and 
are paſſed from death unto life; yet, of 
the preciſe time and manner, they can 
give little account. Others he ſeems to 
ſelect, in order to ſhew the exceeding riches 
of his grace, and the greatneſs of his mighty 
power: he ſuffers the natural rebellion, 
and wickedneſs of their hearts to have full 
ſcope ; while ſinners of leſs note are cut 
off with little warning, theſe are ſpared, / 
though ſinning with a high hand, and, as. 

it were, {ſtudying their own deſtruction. 
At length, when all that knew them are 
perhaps expecting to hear, that they are 
made ſignal inſtances of divine vengeance, }. 
the Lord (whoſe thoughts are high above 
ours, as the heavens are higher than the 
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cout of the fire, and to make them monu- 
ments of his mercy, for the encourage- 
ment of others: they are, beyond expec- 


tation, convinced, pardoned, and changed. 
A caſe of this ſort indicates a divine 
power no leſs than the creation of a world: 
it is evidently the Lord's doing, and it is 
marvellous in the eyes of all thoſe, who 


are not blinded by prejudice and unbelief. 


Such was the perſecuting Saul: his 


heart was full of enmity againſt Jeſus of 


Nazareth, and therefore he perſecuted and 


made havock of his diſciples. He had 


been a terror to the church of Jeruſalem, 


and was going to Damaſcus with the ſame 


views — He was yet breathing out threat- 
enings and ſlaughter againſt all that loved 
the Lord Jeſus — He thought little of the 
miſchief he had hitherto . was 
engaged for the ſuppreſſion of the whole 


ſect; and hurrying from houſe to houſe, 
from place to place, he carried menaces 


in his look, and repeated threatenings with 
every breath. Such was his ſpirit and 
temper, when the Lord Jeſus, whom he 


hated and oppoſed, checked him in the 


height of his rage, called this bitter 
ſecutor to the honour of an apoſtle, and: 


Inſpired him with Sera zeal and earneſt- 


nels, 
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A to preach that faith, which he FY 
| A deſtroyed. 

Nor are we without revtiaritale diſ- 
ave of the ſame ſovereign, efficacious 
grace in our own times - 1 may parti- 


cularly mention the inſtance of the late 


Colonel Gardner. If any real ſatisfaction 
could be found in a finful courſe, he 
would have met with it; for he pur- 
ſued the experiment with all poſſible ad- 

vantages — He was habituated to evil: 

and many uncommon, almoſt miracu- 
lous deliverances, made no impreſſion 
upon him. Yet he likewiſe was made 

willing in the day of God's power: and 
the bright example of his life, illuſtrated 
and diffuſed by the account of him, pub- 
liſned ſince his death, has afforded an 
occaſion of much praiſe to God, and 
much comfort to his people. 


After the mention of ſuch names, aan 


you permit me, Sir, to add my own? If 
do, it muſt be with a very humbling diſ— 

tinction. Theſe once eminent ſinners pro- 
ved eminent Chriſtians: much had been 
forgiven them, therefore they loved much. 
St. Paul could fay, © The grace beſtowed 
e upon me was not in vain; for I la- 
7 boured more abundantly than they all.“ 

N | Colonel ; 
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Colonel Gardner likewiſe was as a city ſet 
upon an hill, a burning and a ſhining 
light: the manner of his converſion was 
hardly more ſingular, than the whole 
© Courſe of his converſation from that time 
to his death. Here, alas, the parallel 
greatly fails! It has not been thus with 
me- muſt take deſerved ſhame to my- 
ſelf, that I have made very unſuitable re- 
turns for what I have received. But, if the 
queſtion is only concerning the patience 
and long-ſuffering of God, the wonderfu} 
interpoſition of his providence in favour 
of an unworthy ſinner, the power of his 
grace in ſoftening the hardeſt heart, and 
the riches of his mercy in pardoning the 
moſt enormous and aggravated tranſgreſ— 
ſions; in theſe reſpects, I know no caſe 
more extraordinary than my own. And 
indeed more perſons, to whom I have re- 
lated my ſtory, have thought it wary of 
being preſerved. 

I never gave any ſuccin& account in 
writing, of the Lord's dealing with me, 
till very lately; for I was deterred, on the 
one hand, by the great difficulty of writing 
| Properly where e is concerned; on the 
other, by the ill uſe which perſons of cor- 
rupt and perverſe minds are often known 

e 3 
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to make of ſuch inſtances. The P/almit 
reminds us that a reſerve in theſe things 
is proper, when he ſays, Come unto me, 
cc all you that fear God, and I will tell you 
te what he hath done for. my ſoul; and 
our Lord cautions us not to © caſt our 
pearls before ſwine.” The pearls of a 


Chriſtian are, 88 his choice experi- Bag 


ences of the Lord's power and love in the 
concerns of his ſoul; and theſe ſhould not 
be at all. adventures made public, left 
we give occaſion to earthly and groveling 
ſouls, to profane what they cannot under- 
ſtand. Theſe were the chief reaſons of my 
backwardneſs ;, but a few weeks fince, I 
yielded to the judgment and requeſt of a 
much reſpected friend, and ſent him a re- 
lation at large, in a ſeries of eight letters. 
The event has been, what I little expected; 
J wrote to one perſon, but my letters have 
fallen into many hands: amongſt others, 
I find they have reached your notice; and 
inſtead of blaming me for being too tedi- 
ous and circumſtantial, which was the 
| fault 1 feared I had committed, you are 

pleaſed to deſire a ſtill more diſtin& detail. 
As you and others of my friends appre- 
hend my compliance with this requeſt 
2 be attended * ſome good effect, 

may 
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may promote the e work of ani 
to our adorable Redeemer, or confirm the 
faith of ſome or other of his people, I am 
willing to obey; I give up my. own rea- 
ſonings upon the inexpediency of ſo incon- 
fiderable a perſon as myſelf, adventuring 
in fo public a point of view. If God may 
be glorified on my behalf, and his chil- 
dren in any meaſure comforted or in- 
truſted, by what 1 have to declare of his 
goodneſs, I ſhall be ſatisfied; and am * 
content to leave all other poſſible conſe- 
- quences of this undertaking in his hands, 
who does all things well. 1 
- I muſt again have recourſe to my me- 
mory, as 1 retained no copies of the letters 
you ſaw. So far as I can recollect what I 
then wrote, 1 will relate, but ſhall not af- 
fect a needleſs variety of phraſe. and man- 
ner, merely becauſe thoſe have been already 
peruſed by many. I may, perhaps in 
ſome places, when repeating the fame 
facts, expreſs myſelf in nearly the ſame 
words; yet I propoſe according to your de- 
ſire, to make this relation more explicit and 
particular than the former, eſpecially to- 
wards the cloſe, which I wound up haſtily, 
leſt my friend ſhould be wearied. I hope, 
101. will likewiſe excuſe me, if I do not 
x ſtrictly 


tal 


ſtrictly c myſelf to narration, but 
now and then inter ſperſe ſuch reflections 
as may offer, while I am writing: and 
though you have fignified your intentions 
of communicating what I ſend you to 
others, I muſt not, on this account, affect 


a conciſeneſs and correctneſs, which is 


not my natural talent, Jeſt ' the whole 
ſhould appear dry and conſtrained: 1 
ſhall/therefore (if poſſible) think only of 
you, and write with that confidence and 
freedom which your friendſhip and can- 
dour ' deſerve. This ſheet may ſtand as a 
preface, and I purpoſe, as far as I can, 
to intermit many other engagements, until 
I have completed the taſk you have 
aſſigned me. In the mean time, I en- 
treat the aſiſtance of your prayers, that. 
in this, and all my poor attempts, I may 
have a ſingle eye to his glory, who was 
Pleaſed to call me out of hofrid darkneſs 
into the marvellous light of his ae A 
—_— with ſincere a e e 


Dear SIR, | 


Jour obliged and affectionate ſervant, 


IAN UART 12, 1763. by Io 
a LETTER 
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REVEREND sm, | Fl 0 


I CAN. ſometimes feel ; a pleaſure in re- 
peating the grateful acknowledgment of 
David, O Lord, I am thy ſervant, the 
tc ſon of thine handmaid ; thou halt looſed 
« my bands.” The tender mercies; of 
God, towards me, were manifeſt in the 
firſt moment of my life — 1 was born as it 
| were in his houſe, and dedicated to him in 
wy infancy. My mother (as I have 
heard from many) was a pious experienced 
Chriſtian ; ſhe. was a diſſenter, in commu- 
nion with the late Dr. Jennings. I was her 
only child, and as ſhe was of a weak con- 


ſtitution and a retired temper, almoſt her 


whole employment was the care of my 
education. I have ſome faint remembrance 
of her care and inſtructions. At a time 
when I could not be more than three years 
of age, ſhe herſelf taught me Engliſh, and 
with 10 much ſucceſs, (as J had ſomething 
of a forward turn) that when I was four 
years old, I could read with propriety in 
ny common book that offered. She ſtored 

my 


&# 
* 
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my memory, which was then very reten- 
tive, with many valuable pieces, chapters, 
and portions of ſcripture, catechiſms, 
hymns, and poems. My temper, at that 


time ſeemed quite ſuitable to her wiſhes: 
I had little inclination to the noiſy ſports | 
of children, but was beſt pleaſed when in 


her company, and always as willing to - 
learn as ſhe was to teach me. How far 
the beſt education may fall ſhort of reach- 

ing the heart, will ſtrongly appear in the 
fequel of my hiſtory : yet, I think, for 


the encouragement of pious parents to go 


on in the good way, of doing their part 


, faithfully to form their children's minds, 
1 may properly propoſe myſelf as an in- 


ſtance. Though in proceſs of time I ſin- 
ned away all "the advantages of theſe 
early impreſſions, yet they were for a 
great while a reſtraint upon me; they 
returned again and again, and it was very 
long before 1 could wholly ſhake them 
off; and when the Lord at length opened 
my eyes, . I found a great benefit from 


the recollection of them. Further, my 


dear mother, beſides the pains ſhe took 


with me, often commended me with 
many prayers. and tears to God; and 1 


doubt 
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doubt not t but I reap the fruits of theſe 
prayers to this hour.- 
My mother obſerved my early panels 


With peculiar pleaſure, and intended from 
the firſt to bring me up with a view to 


the miniſtry, if the Lord ſhould ſo incline 
my heart. In my ſixth year 1 began to 
learn Latin; but, before I had time to 
know much about it, the intended plan 
of my education was broke ſhort. — The 
Lord's deſigns were far beyond the views _ 


of an earthly parent; he was pleaſed to 


reſerve me for an unuſual proof of his 
patience, providence, and grace, and 


therefore over-ruled the purpoſe of my 


friends, by depriving me of this excellent 
parent, when I was ſomething under ſeven 
years old. I was born the 24th of Jul, 


1725, and ſhe died the -11th of that F 


month, 17 32. - 
My father was then at ſea, (he was a 

commander in the Mediterranean trade at 
that time:) he came home the following 
year, and ſoon after married again. Thus 
J paſſed into different hands. I was well 
treated in all other reſpects; but the loſs 
of my mother's inſtructions was not re- 
paired. I was now permitted to mingle 


with careleſs and profane children, and 


ſoon 
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"A began to learn their ways. Soon 
after my father's marriage, I was ſent to 
a boarding-ſchool in Efex; where the 


imprudent ſeverity of the maſter almoſt 
broke my ſpirit and reliſh for books. With 


him I forgot the firſt principles and rules 
of arithmetic, which my mother had taught 


me years before. I ſtaid there two years; 


in the laſt of the two a new uſher coming, 
who obſerved and ſuited my temper, I 1 
took to the Latin with great eagerneſs : ſo 


that before I. was ten years old, I reached 


and maintained the firſt poſt in the ſecond 


cla, which in that ſchool read Tully and 


Virgil. 1 believe I was puſhed 1 1 
too faſt, and therefore not being grounded, 
I ſoon loſt all I had learnt (for I left ſchool 
in my tenth year) and when I long after- 
wards undertook the Latin language from 
books, I think I had little, if any advan- 


tage, from what I had learnt before. 


My father's ſecond marriage was from a 


family in E/zx; and when I was eleven 


years old, he took me with him to ſea. 


He was a man of remarkable good ſenſe, 
and great knowledge of the world; he took 


great care of my morals, but could not 
ſupply my -mother's part. Having been 
educated himſelf 1 in * he always ob- 


deen 


1 
ſerved an air of diſtance and ſeverity 3 in his 
carriage, which over-awed and diſcouraged | 
my ſpirit. I was always in fear when be- 
fore him, and therefore he had the lefs in- 
fluence. From that time to the year 1742, 


I made ſeveral voyages, but with conſi- 
derable intervals between, which were 


few months in my fifteenth year, when 1 
was placed upon a very advantageous pro- 
ſpect at Alicant in Spain; but my unſet- 

tled behaviour and impatience of reſtraint 7 

rendered that deſign abortive. 

In this period my temper and contact 
were exceedingly various. At ſchool, or 
ſoon after, I had little concern about re- 
ligion, and eaſily received very. ill impreſ- 
ſions. But I was often diſturbed with con- 

10 victions; I was fond of reading from a 
Wl il child; among other books, Burnet's Chri/- 
. 0 \ tian Oratory often came in my way; and 
though I underſtood but little of it, the 
_ courſe of life therein recommended ap- 
peared very deſirable, and J was inclined 
to attempt it. I began to pray, to read 
the ſcripture, and to keep a fort of diary; 
J was preſently. religious in my own eyes; 
but, alas! this ſeeming goodneſs had no 
ſolid ä but paſſed away like a 
morning 
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ment 


chiefly ſpent in the country, excepting a 


_— morning cloud, or the early dion I was 


ſoon weary, gradually gave it up, and be- 
came worſe than before: inſtead of prayer, 
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I learned to curſe and blaſpheme, and was 


exceedingly wicked, when from under my 


parents' view. All this was before I was 


twelve years old. About that time I had a 
dangerous fall from a horſe; 1 was thrown 


I believe, within a few. inches of a hedge- 
row newly cut down; I got no hurt; but 


could not avoid taking notice of a gracious 
providence in my deliverance; for had I 
fell upon the ſtakes, 1 had inevitably been 


killed : my conſcience ſuggeſted to me the 
dreadful conſequences, if in ſuch a ſtate 
I had been ſummoned to appear before 
God. I preſently broke off from my pro- 
fane practices, and appeared quite altered; 
but it was not long before I declined 
again. Theſe ſtruggles between ſin and 

conſcience were often repeated; but the 
conſequence was, that every relapſe ſunk 
me into {till greater depths of wickedneſs. 


1 was once rouſed by the loſs of an inti- 


mate companion, We had agreed to go 
on board a man of war (I think it was on 
a Sunday ; but I providentially came too 
late; the boat was overſet, and he and ſe- 
veral others were drowned. I was invited 
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a 
= } tpithe funeral of my play- fellow, and was 
1 exceedingly affected, to think that by a 
. delay of a few minutes (which had at 
diſpleaſed and angered me till I ſaw the 
event) my life had been preſerved, How- 
ever this likewiſe was ſoon forgot. At 
another time the peruſal of the Family In- 
- flrufor put me upon a partial and tranſient 
reformation. In brief, though I cannot 
diſtin&ly relate particulars, I think I took 
up and laid aſide a religious profeſſion 
three or four different times before I was 
ſixteen years of age; but all this while my 
heart was inſincere. I often ſaw a neceſ- 
ſity of religion as a means of eſcaping 
hell; but I loved fin and was unwilling. 
to forſake it. Inſtances of this I can re- 
| member, were frequent in the midſt of all 
= my forms; I was ſo ſtrangely blind and 
8 ſtupid, that ſometimes when I have been 
i determined upon things, which I knew 
were finful and contrary to my duty, I 
| could not go on quietly, till I had firſt diſ- 
| , patched my ordinary taſk of prayer, in 
* which I have grudged every moment of 
my time; and when this was finiſhed, my - 
conſcience was in ſome meaſure pacified, 
and I could ruſh Into. uy” with 10 
remorſe. i EFV 0 
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My laſt reform was the moſt 8 
able both for degree and continuance. Of 
this period, at leaſt of ſome part of it, I 
may ſay in the apoſtle's words, After the 
« ſtricteſt ſe& of our religion, I lived a 
ce phariſee.” I did every thing that might . 
be expected from a perſon entirely 1gno- - 
rant of God's righteouſneſs, and deſirous 
to eſtabliſh his own. I ſpent the greateſt 
part of every day in reading the ſcriptures, 
meditation and prayer; I faſted often; I 
even abſtained from all animal food for 
three months; 1 would hardly anſwer a 
_ queſtion, for fear of ſpeaking an idle word. 
I ſeemed to bemoan my former miſcar- 
riages very earneſtly, ſometimes with tears. 
In ſhort, I became an aſcetic, and endea- 
voured, ſo far as my ſituation would per- 
mit, to renounce ſociety, that I might 
avoid temptation. I continued in this ſe- 
rious mood (I cannot give it a higher title) 
for more than two years, without any con- 
ſiderable breaking off. But it was a poor 
religion; it left me in many reſpects un- 
der the power of ſin, and ſo far as it pre- 
vailed, only tended to make me gloomy, 
ſtupid, unſociable, and uſeleſs. - 

Such was the frame of my mind, when I 
bee acquainted with Lord Shafteſbury. 
B 2 1 law 
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la the ſecond volume of his Charas Zeriſtics, ; 


a petty ſhop at Middleburgh in Holland. 
T hs title allured me to buy it, and the ſtyle | 
and manner gave me great pleaſure in 


reading, eſpecially the ſecond piece, which 


his Lordſhip, with great propriety, has en- 


titled a Rhapſody. Nothing could be more 


ſuited to the romantic turn of my mind, 
than the addreſs of this pompous declama- 
tion; of the deſign and tendency I was 


not aware; I thought the author a moſt _ 


religious perſon, and that I had only to 


: follow him, and be happy. Thus, with 
fine words and fair ſpeeches, my ſimple 
heart was beguiled. This book was al- 


ways in my hand; I read it, till I could 
very nearly repeat the Rhapſody verbatim 
from beginning to end. No immediate 
effect followed, but it operated like a flow 


poiſon, and prepared the way for all that : 


followed. 
This letter brings my hiſtory down to 


December, 1742. I was then lately returned 
from a voyage, and my father not intend- 


ing for the ſea again, was thinking how to 
ſettle me in the world; but I had little 
life or ſpirit for buſineſs : I knew but little 
of men or things. I was fond of a viſion- 
ary ſcheme of a contemplative e; 4 
* | 
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medley of religion, philoſophy, and indo- > 
| lence; and was quite averſe to the thoughts, 
of an induſtrious application to buſineſs, 
At length a merchant in Liverpool, an inti- 
mate friend of my father (to whom, as 
the inſtrument of God's goodneſs, Y he 
fince been chiefly indebied for all my 
earthly comforts) propoſed to ſend me for 
ſome years to Jamaica, and to charge him- 
ſelf with the care of my future fortune. 1 
conſented to this, and every thing was 
Prepared for my voyage. I was upon the 
point of ſetting out the following week. In 
the mean time, my father ſent me on ſome 
buſineſs to a place a few miles beyond 
Maidſtone in Kent, and this little journey, 
which was to have been only for three or 
four days, occaſioned a adden and remark- 
able turn, which rouſed me from the habi- 
tual indolence I had contracted, and gave 
riſe to the ſeries of uncommon diſpenſa- 
tions, of which you deſire a more particular 
account. So true it is, &“ that the way of 
ce man is not in Hime it ib Hot | in man 
= that walketh to direct his E 22 


Iam | affetionately | 
Yours in the beſt bonds. 
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» DEAR SIR, 


A FEW days before my intended jour- 
ney into Kent, I received an invitation 
to viſit a family in that county.— They 
were. diſtant relations, but very intimate 
friends of my dear mother: ſhe died in 
their houſe ; but a coolneſs took place up- 


on my father's ſecond marriage, and I had 


heard nothing of them for many years. 
As my road lay within half a mile of their 
houſe, I obtained my father's leave to call 
on them. I was, however, very indifferent 
about it, and ſometimes thought of paſſing 
on: however I went: I was known at firſt 
sight, before I could tel] my name, and 
met with the kindeſt reception, as the 
child of a dear deceaſed friend. My friends 
had two daughters. — The eldeſt (as I un- 
derſtood ſome years afterwards) had been 
often conſidered by her mother and mine, 
as a future wife for me from the time of 
her birth. I know indeed, that intimate 
friends frequently amuſe themſelves with 


ſuch diſtant proſpects for their children, 
. 


and that they miſcarry much oftener than 
ſucceed, | I do not ſay that my mother pre- 
dicted what was to happen, yet there was 


ſomething remarkable in the manner of | 
its taking place. All intercourſe between 
the families had been long broken off; 1 


was going into a foreign country, and 
only called to pay a haſty viſit; and this 
1 ſhould not have thought of, but for a 
meſſage received juſt at that criſis (for I 
had not been invited at any time before). 
Thus the circumſtances were precarious 


in the higheſt degree, and the event was 
as extraordinary. Almoſt at the firſt 


ſight of this girl (for ſhe was then under 


fourteen) I was impreſſed with an affec- 
tion for her, which never abated or loſt. 


its influence a ſingle moment in my heart 


from that hour. In degree, it actually 


equalled all that the writers of romance 
have imagined; in duration, it was unal- 


terable. I ſoon loſt all ſenſe of religion, 


and became deaf to the remonſtrances of 


conſcience and prudence; but my regard 
for her was always the ſame: and I may 
perhaps, venture to ſay, that none of the 
ſcenes of miſery and wickedneſs I after- 


wards experienced, ever | baniſhed her a 


f 
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ſingle hour together, from my waking 


thoughts for the ſeven following years. 
Give me leave, Sir, to reflect a little 


upon this unexpected incident, and to 


conſider its influence upon my future 
life, and how far it was ſubſervient to 
the views of Divine Providence concern- 


ing me, which ſeem to have been two- 


fold: that by being given up, for a while, 
to the conſequences. of my own wilfulneſs, 
and afterwards reclaimed by a high hand, 
my caſe, ſo far as it ſhould be Known, 
might be both a warning and an encou- 
Mar ment to others. i; 
In the firſt place, hunks any no leſs | 
thaw this violent and commanding paſſion 
would have been ſufficient to awaken me 


from the dull melancholy habit I had 
contracted. I was almoſt a miſanthrope, 


notwithſtanding I ſo much admired the 
pictures of virtue and benevolence as 


drawn by Lord Shafteſbury : but now my . 


reluctance to active life was overpowered 
at once, and I was willing to be or to do 


any thing which might ſubſerve the ac- 


compliſnment of oy wiſhes at ſome future 


Farther, when 1 „ made thip- 
wreck of faith, Deen and conſcience, my 
pts love 


{al- 


love to this perſon was the only remain- 
ing principle, which in any degree ſup- 
plied their place; and the bear 1 5 
of ſeeing her again was the only p | 
and obvious means of reſtraining * —_ 
the moſt horrid deſigns againſt e and 
others. 

But then the ill effects it brought upon 
me counterbalanced theſe advantages. 
The interval, uſually ftyled the time 'of 
courtſhip, is indeed a pleaſing part of life, 


where there is a mutual affection, the con- 


ſent of friends, a reaſonable proſpect as 
to ſettlement, and the whole is conducted 
in a prudential manner, and in ſubor- 
dination to the will and fear of Yor + 
When things are thus ſituated, it is 
bleſſing to be ſuſceptive of the tir 
paſſions ;. but when theſe concomitants 
are wanting, what we call love, is the moſt 
tormenting paſſion in igſelſ, and the moſt 
deſtructive in its conſequences, that can be 
named. And they were all wanting in 
my caſe. I durſt not mention it to her 
friends, or to my own, nor indeed for a 
conſiderable time to herſelf, as I could 
make no propoſals: it remained as a dark 
fire, locked up in my own breaſt, Which 
gave me a conſtant uneaſineſs. By intro- _ 
B 5 CE 
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ducing an idolatrous regard to a creature, 
it greatly weakened my ſenſe of religion, 
and made farther way for the entrance of 
infidel principles: and though it ſeemed 
to promiſe great things, as an incentive to 
diligence and activity in life; in reality, 
it performed nothing. I often formed 
mighty projects in my mind, of what 
I Would willingly do or ſuffer, for the 
ſake of her I loved; yet, while I could 
have her company, 1 was incapable of 
forcing myſelf away, to improve oppor- 
tunities that offered: till leſs could it 
do in regulating my manners. It did not 
prevent me from engaging in a long train 
of exceſs and riot, utterly unworthy the 
honourable pretenſions I had formed. 
And though through the wonderful in- 
terpoſition of Divine Goodneſs, the maze - 
of my follies was at length unravelled, 
and my wiſhes crowned in ſuch a manner 
as overpaid my ſufferings; yet, I am ſure, 
I would not go through the ſame ſeries of 
trouble again, to poſſeſs all the treaſures 
of both the Indies, 1 have enlarged more 
than I intended on this point, as perhaps 
theſe papers may be uſeful to caution 
others againſt indulging an ungovern- 
able paſſion, by my painful experience. 
How 


£414 


How often” may ſuch headſtrong votaries 
be ſaid “ To ſow the You and to W 
the whirlwind. 25 | | 
Muy heart being now fixed al Hvetd” 
toa particular object, I conſidered every 


thing I was concerned with in a new 


light. I concluded it would be abſolutely 
impoſſible . to live at ſuch a diſtance as 
Jamaica, for a term of four or five years, 
and therefore determined at all events 
that I would not go. I could not bear 
either to acquaint my father with the true 
reaſon, or to invent a falſe one; therefore, 
without taking any notice to him why I. 
did fo, I ſtayed three weeks inſtead of 
three days in Kent, till T thought (as it 


proved) the opportunity wool de - 


and the ſhips failed. I then returned to 
London. I had highly diſpleaſed my fa- 
ther by this diſobedience ; but he was 
more eafily reconciled than I could have 


expected. In a little time I failed with a 


friend of his to Venice. In this voyage, I 
was expoſed ro the company and ill EX= 
ample of the common failors, among 
whom I ranked. Importunity, and op- 
portunity, preſenting every day, I once 
more began to relax from the ſoþriety 
and order which I had obſerved, in ſome 
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en for more than two years. —1 was 


ſometimes pierced with ſharp convictions; 


but though I made a few faint efforts to 
ſtop, as I had done from ſeveral before; 


I did not, indeed, as yet turn out profli-. 
gate; but I was making large ſtrides to- 
wards a total apoſtacy from God. The 
moſt remarkable check and alarm, I re- 


ceived (and, for what I know, the laſt) 


was. by a dream, which made a very 


ſtrong, though not any abiding impreſſion 
upon my mind. 


The conſideration of whom 1 am wri- 
ting to, renders it needleſs for me, either 
to enter upon a diſcuſſion of the nature of 
dreams in general, or to make an apology 
for recording my own. Thoſe: who ac- 


| knowledge ſcripture will allow, that there 


have been monitory and ſupernatural 
dreams, evident communications from 


heaven, either directing or foretelling 


future events: and thoſe who are ac- 
quainted with the hiſtory and experience 
of the people of God, are well aſſured, 


that ſuch intimations have not been to- 


tally withheld in any period down to the 
preſent times. Reaſon, far from contra- 
dicting this ſuppoſition, ſtrongly pleads. 


1 29 N. „„ 


for it, 4 the p proceſs of b is 
rightly underſtood, — — purſued. 
So that a late eminent writer“, N 1 
preſume, is not generally charged with 
enthuſiaſm, undertakes to prove, that the 
phænomenon of dreaming is inexplicable 
at leaſt, if not abſolutely impoſſible, with- 
out taking in the agency and interven- 
tion of ſpiritual beings, to us inviſible. I 
would refer the incredulous to him. For 
my own part, I can ſay, without ſcruple, 
The dream is certain, and the inter- 
ec pretation thereof ſure.” I am ſure 1 
dreamed to the following effect, and I 
cannot doubt, from what I have ſeen 
lince, that it had a direct and eaſy appli- 
cation to my own circumſtances, to the 
dangers, in which I was about to plunge 
myſelf, and to the unmerited deliverance 
and mercy, which God A eme. be pleaſed 
to offer me in the time of my' diſtreſs. 
Though I have wrote out a relation of 
this dream more than once for others, it 
has happened that I never reſerved a 
copy ; but the principal incidents are ſo 
deeply engraven in my memory, that I 
believe I am not liable to any eonfeable 
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variations in repeating the account. The 
ſcene preſented to my imagination, was 
the harbour of Venice, where we had lately 
been. I thought it was night, and my 
watch upon the deck; and that, as I was 
walking to and fro by myſelf, a perſon 
came to me, (I do not remember from 
whence) and brought me a ring, with 
an expreſs charge to keep it carefully; 
aſſuring me that while I preſerved that 
ring, I ſhould be happy. and ſucceſsful : 
but, if 1 loſt, or parted with it, I muſt 
expect nothing but trouble and miſery. 
I accepted the preſent and the terms wil- 
lingly, not in the leaſt doubting my own 
care to preſerve it, and highly ſatisfied to 
have my. happineſs in my own keeping. 
I was engaged in theſe thoughts, when a 
ſecond perſon came to me, and obſerving 
the ring on my finger, took occaſion to 
aſk me ſome queſtions concerning it, I 
readily told him its virtues, and his an- 
ſwer expreſſed a ſurprize at my weakneſs, 
in expecting ſuch effects from a ring. I 
think he reaſoned with me ſome time 
upon the impoſſibility of the thing, and 
at length urged me in direct terms, to 
throw it away. At firſt, I was ſhocked 
at the propoſal, but his inlinuations pre- 
- | 5 valled. 
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led I began to reaſon and doubt my⸗ 
ſelf, and at laſt plucked it off my finger, 
and dropped it over the ſhip's fide into 
the water, which it had no ſooner touched, 
than I ſaw, the ſame inſtant, a terrible fire 
burſt out from a range of the mountains, 
(a part of the Alps) which appeared at 
ſome diſtance behind the city of Venice. 
J ſaw the hills as diſtin& as if awake, and 
they were all in flames. I perceived too 
late my folly; and my tempter, with an 
air of inſult informed me, that all the 
mercy God had in reſerve for me, was 
compriſed in that ring, which I had wil- 
fully thrown away. I underſtood that I 


muſt now go with him to the burning 


mountains, and that all the flames I ſaw © 


were kindled upon my account. I trem- 
bled, and was in a great agony ; ſo that 
it was ſurprizing I did not then awake: 
but my dream continued, and when I 
thought myſelf upon the point of a con- 
| ſtrained departure, and ftood ſelf-con- 
demned, without plea or hope; ſuddenly, 
either a third perſon, or the ſame who 
brought the ring at firſt, came to me, 
(I am not certain which) and demanded 
the cauſe of my grief, I told him the 
plain _ confeſling that I had ruined 


myſelf 
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myſelf witfully,.. and deſerved no pity. 
He blamed my raſhneſs, and aſked if 1 
ſhould be wiſer, ſuppoſing I had my ring 
again. I could hardly anſwer to this; 
for I thought it was gone beyond recall. 
I believe, indeed, I had not time to an- 
ſwer, before J ſaw this unexpected friend 
go down under the water, juſt in the ſpot 
where I had dropped it, and he ſoon re- 
turned, bringing the ring with him. The 
moment he came on board, the flames 
in the mountains were extinguiſhed, and 
my ſeducer left me. Then was „ the 
« prey taken from the hand of the mighty, 
cc and the lawful captive delivered.” My 
fears were at an end, and with joy and 
gratitude 1 approached my kind deliverer 
to receive the ring again; but he refuſed 
to return it, and ſpoke to this effect: 
ce If you ſhould be entruſted with this 
* ring again, you would very ſoon bring 
cc yourſelf into the ſame diſtreſs; you are 
cc not able to keep it; but I will preſerve 
cc it for you, and whenever it is e 
cc will produce it in your behalf.“ — 
Upon this I awoke, in a ſtate of mind not 
to be deſcribed: I could hardly eat, or 
fleep, or tranſact my | neceſſary buſineſs 
for two or three days: but the impreſſion 
ſoon 


ww, 
| ſoon wore off, and in a little time I totally 
forgot it; and I think it hardly occured 


to my mind again, till ſeveral years after- _ 


wards. It will appear, in the courſe of 
theſe papers, that a time came, when 1 


found myſelf in circumſtances very nearly - 


_ reſembling thoſe. ſuggeſted by this extra- 
ordinary dream, when I ftood helpleſs 
and hopeleſs upon the brink of an — 
eternity: and I doubt not but, had the 
eyes of my mind been then opened, I 
ſhould have ſeen my grand enemy, who 
had feduced me, wilfully to renounce and 
calt away my religious profeſſion, and to 
involve; myſelf in the moſt» complicated 
crimes ; I fay, 1 ſhould probably have 
ſeen him pleaſed with my agonies, and 
waiting for a permiffion, to ſeize and bear 
away my ſoul to this place of torment. I 
ſhould perhaps have ſeen likewiſe, thãt 
Zeſus, whom I had perſecuted and defied, 
rebuking the - adverſary, challenging me 
for his own, as à brand plucked out of 
the fire, and ſaying, « Deliver me from 
going down into the pit; I have found 
«< a tanſom.“ However, though I faw 
not theſe things, I found the benefit; 1 
obtained merey. The Lord anſwered for 
me in the day of my diſtreſs; and, bleſſed 


to keep it. 
fort is this, that I am not in mine own 
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be his name, he who reſtored the ring, 
(or what was ſignified by it) vouchſafes 
O what an unſpeakable com- 


keeping. The Lord is my ſhepherd : 15 
I have been able to truſt mine all in his 
hands, and I know in whom I have be- 
lieved. Satan ſtill deſires to have me, 
that he might ſiſt me as wheat; but my 
Saviour has prayed for me, that my faith 
may not fail. Here is my ſecurity and 
power; a bulwark, againſt which the 
gates of hell cannot 'prevail. But for 
this, many a time and often (if poſſible) | 
I ſhould have ruined myſelf, ſince my firſt 
deliverance, nay, I ſhould fall, and — 
ble, and periſh till, after all that the 
Lord has done for me, if his faithfulneſs 
was not engaged in my behalf, to be my 


ſun and ſhield even unto death. - — cc Bleſs 


the Lord, O my ſoul!” To 
| Nothing very remarkable vid in 
the following part of that voyage. I re- 


turned home in December 1743, and ſoon 


after repeated my viſit to Kent, where I 
protracted my ſtay in the ſame imprudent 
manner I had done before, which again' 
diſappointed my father's deſigns in my 
favour, and almoſt Provendy: him to dif- 

| ; own 
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own me. Before any thing ſuitable offered 
again, I was impreſſed (owing entirely 
to my own thoughtleſs conduct, which 


was all of a piece) and put on board a 
tender; it was a critical juncture, when 


the French fleets were hovering upon our 
coaſt, ſo that my father was incapable to 


procure my releaſe. In a few days I was 
ſent on board the Harwich man of war, at 
the Nore. I entered here upon quite a 
new ſcene of life, and endured much hard- 
ſhip for about a month. My father was 
then willing that I ſhould remain in the 
navy, as a war was daily expected, and 
procured me a recommendation to the 
Captain, who took me upon the quarter 
deck as a midſhipman. I had now an 
ealy life, as to externals, and might have 
gained reſpect ; but my mind was unſet- 
tied, and my behaviour very indifferent. 
I here met with companions who com- 
pleted the ruin of my principles; and 
though I affected to talk of virtue, and 
was not ſo outwardly abandoned as aſter- 
wards, yet my delight and habitual Prac- 
tice was wickedneſs: my chief intimate 
was a perſon of exceeding good natural 
talents, and much obſervation ; he was 
the greateſt maſter of what 1s — 

ree- 


LY. 
free-thinking ſcheme, I remember to have 
met with, and knew how to inſinuate his 
ſentiments in the moſt plauſible way. — 
And his zeal was equal to his addreſs ; he 
could hardly have laboured more in the 
cauſe, if he had expected to gain heaven 
by it. Allow me to add, while I think 
of it, that this man, whom I honoured ' 
as my maſter, and whoſe practice 1 adopted 
- fo eagerly, periſhed in the ſame way as 
J expected to have done. I have been 
told, that he was overtaken in a .voyage 
from Liſbon with a violent ſtorm: the 
veſſel and people eſcaped, but a great ſea 
broke on board and ſwept him into eter- 
nity. — Thus the Lord ſpares or puniſhes, 
according to his ſovereign pleaſure! But 
to return: — I was fond of his company, 
and having myſelf a ſmattering of books, 
Was eager enough to ſhew my reading. 
He ſoon perceived my caſe, that I had 
not wholly broke through the reſtraints 
of conſcience, and therefore did not 
ſhock me at firſt with too broad intima- 
tions of his deſign; he rather, as 1 
thought, ſpoke favourably of religion; 
but when he had gained my confidence, 
he began to ſpeak plainer; and perceiving 
my ignorant attachment to the Characte- 
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ide he joined iſſue with me upon chat 
book, and convinced me that I had never 
underſtood it. In a word, he fo plicd4 me 
with objections and arguments, that my 
depraved heart was ſoon gained, and 1 
entered into his plan with all my ſpirit. 
Thus, like an unwary ſailor, who quits 
his port juſt before a riſing ftorm, I re- 
nounced the hopes and comforts of the 
goſpel at the very time when every e 
comfort was about to fail me. 

In December 1744, the Harwich was in 
the Downs, bound to the Baſt Indies. The 
Captain gave me liberty to go on ſhore for 
a day; but without conſulting prudence, 
or regarding conſequences, I took horſe, 
and followed the dictates of my reitleſs 
paſſion ; I went to take a laſt leave of her 
I loved. I had little ſatisfaction in the 
: interview, as I was ſenſible that I was 
taking pains to multiply my own troubles. 
The ſhort time I could ſtay paſſed like a 
dream, and on new year's day, 1745. 1 
took my leave to return to the ſhip. The 
Captain was prevailed on to excuſe my 
abſence, but this raſh ſtep (eſpecially as 
it was not the firſt liberty of the kind 1 
had taken) highly diſpleaſed him, and loſt 
me his favour, which I never * 1555 
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At length we failed from Spithead with 
a very large fleet. We put into 7 orbay 
with a change of wind; but it returning 
fair again, we failed the next day, Seve- 
ral of our fleet were loſt in atenlptng to 
leave that place; but the following night 
the whole fleet was greatly endangered 
upon the coaſt of Cornwall, by a ſtorm 
from the ſouthward. The darkneſs of 
the night and the number of the veſſels, 
occaſioned much confuſion and damage. 
Our ſhip, though ſeveral times in immi— 
nent danger of being run down by other 
veſſels, eſcaped unhurt, but many ſuffered 
much, particularly the Admiral. This 
occaſioned our putting back to Plymouth. 
While we lay at Plymouth, I heard that 
my father, who had intereſt in ſome of 
the ſhips lately loſt, was come down to 
Torbay. He had a connection at that time 
with the African company. I thought 
if I could get to him, he might eaſily in- 
troduce me into that ſervice, which would 
be better than purſuing a long uncertain 
voyage to the Eaſt Indies. It was a maxim 
with me, in thoſe unhappy days, never 
to deliberate; the thought hardly occurred 
to me but 1 was reſolved 1 would leave 
the ſhip at all events: I did ſo, and in the 
wrongeſt 
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vrongeſt manner poſſible. 1 was ſent one 
day in the boat, to take care that none of | 
the people deſerted ; but I betrayed my 
truſt, and went off myſelf. I knew not 
what road to take, and durſt not -aſk; for 
fear of being ſuſpected; yet having ſome 
general idea of the country, I gueſſed _ 
right, and, when I had travelled ſome _ 
miles, I found upon inquiry, that I was 
on the road to Dartmouth. All went 
ſmoothly that day, and part of the next: I 
walked apace, and expected to have been 
with my father in about two hours, when I 
was met by a ſmall party of ſoldiers; I 1 
could not avoid or deceive them. They 
brought me back to Plymouth ; I walked 
through the ſtreets guarded like a felon,—. 
My heart was full of indignation, ſhame, 
and fear. I was confined two days in the 
guard-houſe, then ſeht on board my ſhip, 
kept a-while in irons, then publicly ſtrip- 
ped and whipped, after which I was de- 
graded from my office, and all my former 
companions forbidden to ſhew me the leaſt 
favour, or even to ſpeak to me. — As 
midſhipman, I had been entitled to ſome 
command, which (being ſufficiently haughty 
and vain) J had not been backward to 
exert.— 1 was now in my turn brought 
down 
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FAO to a 10961 with the was. and ex- 


poſed to the inſults of all. = 
And as my preſent firuation was un- 


comfortable, my future proſpects were 
ſtill worſe; the evils I ſuffered were likely 
to grow heavier every day. While my 
cataſtrophe was recent, the officers and 
my quondam brethren were ſomething 

poſed to ſcreen me from ill uſage; but, 
during the little time I remained with 
them afterwards, I found them cool very 
faſt in their endeavours to protect me. 


Indeed they could not avoid it without 
running a great riſk of ſharing with me: for 
the Captain, though in general a humane 


man, who behaved very well to the ſhip's 
company, was almoſt implacable in his 
reſentment. when he had been greatly of- 
fended, and took ſeveral occaſions to ſhew 
himſelf ſo to me; and the voyage was ex- 
pected to be (as it proved) for five years. 
Yet I think nothing 1 either felt or feared 
diſtreſſed me ſo much, as to ſee myſelf 
thus forcibly torn away from the object 
of my affections, under a great improba- 
bility of ſeeing her again, and a much 
greater, of returning in ſuch a manner as 
would give me hopes of ſeeing her mine. 
Thus 1 was as miſerable on all hands as 
= | could 
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could 8 we ü My breaſt _ 
filled with the moſt COIN rages Vs 


new inſult and hardihip, with no hope of _ 
relief or mitigation, no friend to take my ' 
Part, or to liſten to my complaint. Whe-f 
cer 1 looked inward or outward, I could 
| perceive nothing but darkneſs and miley, 5 
I think no caſe, except that of a conſcience, IM 
wounded by the wrath of God, could be = 
more dreadful than mine; I cannot expreſs | 
with what wiſhfulneſs and regret, I caft my 
laſt looks upon the Engliſh ſhore, I kept 
my eyes fixed upon it till, the ſhip's diſ.. 
tance increaſing, it ſenſibly diſappeared ; 
and when I could fee it no longer, F was 
tempted to throw myſelf into the fea, 
which (according to the wicked ſyſtem I 1 
had adopted) would put a period to all 
my ſorrows at once. But a ſecret hand - 
of God reſtrained me. Help me to praiſe 
him, dear Sir, for his wonderful goodneſs - 
to ties mot wen of all 2255 creatures. 


1am 


Your moſt obi i * ſervant. 
JANUARY 15. 155. % | 


e 12m. 


[4] 


"LETTER Iv. 


. DEAR SIR, 
1 Tou deſired your inftruc- 
tions as to the manner and extent of 

theſe memoirs, I began to write before 

I received them, and had almoſt finiſhed 
the preceding ſheet when your favour of 
the eleventh came to hand. I ſhall find an- 
other occaſion to acknowledge my ſenſe of 
your kind expreſſions of friendſhip, which 

I pray the Lord, I may never give you 
_ cauſe to repent or withdraw; at preſent 
I ſhall confine myſelf to what more parti- 

cularly relates to the taſk aſſigned me. I 


| ſhall obey you, Sir, in taking notice of 


the little incidents you recall to my me- 
mory, and of others of the like nature, 
which, without your direction, I ſhould 
have thought too trivial, and too much 
my own to deſerve mentioning. When 
I began the eight letters, I intended to 
ſay no more of myſelf than might be ne- 
ceary to illuſtrate the wonders of Divine 
IN 7 Providence 


E 
Providence and grace in che leading turns 
of my life; but I account your judgment 
a ſufficient warrant for enlarging” my 
un 
, Amoneſt other hinges, you deſired : 
more explicit account of che ſtate and 
progreſs of my courtſhip, as it is uſually 
phraſed, This was the point in which I 
thought it eſpecially became me to be 
very brief; but I ſubmit to you; and this 
ſeems a praper place to reſume it, by tel- 
ling you how it ſtood at the time of my 
leaving England. When my inclinations 
firſt diſcovered themſelves, both parties 
were ſo young, that no one but myſelf con- 
fidered it in a ſerious view. It ſerved for 
tea-table talk amongſt our friends, and 
nothing farther was expected from it. 
But afterwards, when my paſſion ſeemed 
to have abiding effects, ſo that in an in- 
terval of two years it was not at all abated, 
and eſpecially as it occaſioned me to act 
without any regard to prudence or in- 
tereſt, or my father's deſigns, and as there 
was a coolneſs between him and the family, 
her parents began to conſider it as a mat- 
ter of conſequence; and_ when I took my 
laſt leave of them, her mother, at the 
ſame / time ſhe expreſſed the moſt tender 
#22 Lene 
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eon for me, as if I had been her own 


child, told me, That though ſhe had no 
objections to make, upon a ſuppoſition 


that, at a maturer age, there ſhould be 
a probability of our engaging upon a 
prudent proſpect, yet, as things then ſtood, 


ſhe thought herſelf obliged to interfere ; 
and therefore deſired I would no more 
think of returning to their houſe (unleſs 
her daughter was from home) till ſuch 
time as I could either prevail with my- 
ſelf entirely to give up my pretenſions, 
or could aſſure her that I had my father's 
expreſs conſent to go on. Much de- 


pended on Mrs. Nes part in this af- 


fair ; it was fomething difficult; but though 
ſhe was young, gay, and quite unpractiſed 
in ſuch matters, ſhe was directed to a hap- 
py medium. A poſitive encouragement, 
or an abſolute refuſal, would have been 
attended with equal, though different dif- 


advantages. But without much ſtudying 


about it, I found her always upon her 
guard: ſhe had penetration to fee her 
abſolute power over me, and prudence 
to make a proper uſe of it; ſhe would 


neither underftand my hints, nor give 
me room to come to a direct explanation. 
She has 1 ſince Tony. from the firſt diſ- 
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covery. of my i and long bebe the 
thought was agreeable to her, ſhe had of- 
ten an unaccountable impreſſion upon her 
mind that- ſooner or later ſhe ſhould be | 
mine. Upon theſe terms we parted. x 
I now return to my voyage. "Didi 5 
our paſſage to Madeira, 1 was a prey to 
the moſt gloomy thoughts. Though 1 
had well deſerved all I met with, and the 
Captain' might have been juſtified if he 
had carried his reſentment ſtill farther; 
yet my pride at that time ſuggeſted that 1 
had been groſsly injured, and this fo far 
wrought upon my wicked heart, that 1 
actually formed deſigns "againſt his life, 
and this was one reaſon that made me 
willing to prolong my ow-n. I was ſore- 
5 divided between the two, not think 
it practicable to effect both. T he 
L570 had now to appearance given me 
up to judicial hardneſs; 1 was capable of 
any thing. 1 had not the leaſt fear f 
God before my eyes, nor (ſo far as I re- 
member) the leaſt ſenſibility of conſcience. 
I was poſſeſſed of ſo ſtrong a ſpirit of de- 
luſion that 1 believed my own lie, and 
Was firraly perſuaded that after death 1 
ſhould ceaſe to be. Vet the Lord pre- 
ſerved me! Some intervals of ſober re- 
n 6 4 * 
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flection + at times take place : when 
I have choſen death rather than life, a ray 
of hope would come in (though there 
was little probability for ſuch a hope) 
that I ſhould yet ſee better days, — I 
might again return to England, and have 
my wiſhes crowned, if I did not wilfully 
throw myſelf away. In a word, my love to 
Mrs.  N****** was now the only reſtraint 
J had left; though J neither feared God, 
nor regarded men, I could not bear that 
he ſhould think meanly of me, when 1 Was 
dead. As in the outward concerns of life, 
the weakeſt means are often employed b 
Divine. Providence to produce great et. 


fects, beyond their common influence, (as 


when a diſeaſe, for inſtance, has been re- 
moved by a fright) as I found it then: 
this ſingle thought, which had not re- 
ſtrained me from a thouſand ſmaller evils, 
proved my only and effectual barrier 
againſt the greateſt and moſt fatal tempta- 
tions. How long I could have ſupported 


this conflict, or what, humanely ſpeaking, 


would hive been the conſequence of my 
continuing in that ſituation, I cannot ſay ; 
but the Lord, whom I little thought of, 
knew my danger, 18 Fas. Ps or 
* deliverance. 90 J oo 
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Two things 1 had, dener mind hich at 
Plymouth, that 1 would not go to India, 
and that I would go to Guinea; and ſuch 
indeed, was the Lord's will — 
me but they were to be accompliſhe 

in his way, not in my own: We had 


been now at Madeira ſome time; the buſi- 


neſs of the fleet was completed, and 


we were to ſail the following day. On 


that memorable morning 1 was late in 
bed, and had ſlept longer, but that one 
of the midſhipmen (an old companion) 
came down, and, between jeſt and earneſt, 
bid me riſe; and, as I did not immediately 
comply, he cut down the hammock: or 
bed in which I lay, which forced me to 
dreſs myſelf. .1 was very angry, but durſt 


not reſent it. I was little aware how 


much his caprice affected me, and that 


this perſon, who had no defign in what he 
did, was the meſſenger of God's provi- 
dence. 1 faid little, but went upon deck, 


where I that moment ſaw a man putting 
his clothes in a boat, who told me he 


was going to leave us. Upon inquiring, ; 
I was informed that two men from a 


Guinea ſhip, which lay near us, had en- 
tered on board the Harwich, and that the 


Commodore (the preſent Sir George Po- 
| „„ cock 
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cock ) had ordered the Captain to fea: 
two others in their room. My heart in- 
ſtantly burned like fire, 1 begged the 
boat might be detained a few minutes; 
I ran to the lieutenants, and entreated 
them to intercede with the Captain that 
J might be diſmiſſed upon this occaſion. 
Though I had been formerly upon ill 


terms with theſe officers, and had diſo- 3 


bliged them all in their turns: yet they had 
pitied my caſe, and» were ready to ſerve 
me now. The Captain, who, when we 
were at Plymouth, had refuſed to exchange 
me, though at the requeſt of Admiral 
Medley, was now eaſily prevailed on. I 
believe in little more than half an hour 
from my being aſleep in my bed, I ſaw 
myſelf diſcharged, and ſafe on board ano- 
ther ſhip. This was one of the many 
critical turns of my life, in which the Lord 
was pleaſed to diſplay his providence and 
care, by cauſing many unexpected ceir- 
cumſtances to concur in almoſt an inſtant 
of time. Theſe ſudden opportunities 
were ſeveral times repeated : each of 
them brought me into an entire new ſcene 
of action; and they were uſually delayed 
to almoſt the laſt moment, in which they 
could have taken place, 5 


The 
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The ſhip. I went on board was bound 
10 Sierra Leon, and the adjacent parts of 
what is called the Windward Coaf of Africd. 
The commander I' found: was acquaint- 
ed Vith my father; he received me very 
kindly, and made fair profeſſions of 
aſſiſtance; and, I believe he would have 
been my friend; but, without making the 
leaſt advantage of former miſtakes and 
troubles, I purſued the ſame courſe; 
nay, if poſſible, I acted much worſe. On 
board the Harwich, though my principles 
were totally corrupted, yet, as upon my 
firſt going there I was in ſome de 
ſtaid and ſerious, the remembrance of 1 
made me aſhamed of breaking out in 
that notorious manner I could otherwiſe 
have indulged. But, now entering amongſt 
ſtrangers, J could appear without diſguiſe; 
and I well remember, that while I was 
paſſing from the one ſnip to the other, 
this was one reaſon why J rejoiced- in the 
exchange, and one reflection I made upon 
the occaſion, viz, “ That 1 now! — 
« be as abandoned as I pleaſed, without 
« any controul:“ and, from this time, 1 
was exceedingly *Ile indeed, little, if any 
thing ſhort of that animated deſeription 
bes an | alinbft irrecoverable ſtate,” which we 

. have 
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ü bows in 2 + Peter: 11. 14. 1 e eh ſinned 
with a high hand myſelf , but · made it my 
ſtudy to tempt and ſeduee others upon 
every occaſion: nay, I eagerly ſought oc- 
caſion ſometimes to my own hazard and 
hurt. One natural conſequence of this 
carriage was, a loſs of the favour of my 
new captain; not that he was at all re- 
ligious or diſliked my.) wickedneſs, any 
further than it affected his intereſt; but 1 
became careleſs and diſobedient; I did 
not pleaſe him, becauſe I did not intend 
it; and, as he was a man of an odd tem- 
per likewiſe, we the more eaſily. diſagreed. 
Beſides, I had a little of that unlucky wit 
which can do little more than multiply 
troubles and enemies to its poſſeſſor; and 


upon ſome imagined affront, I made a 


ſong in which I ridiculed his ſhip, - his 
deſigns, and his perſon, and ſoon taught 
it to the whole ſhip's company. Such 


was the ungrateful return I made for his 


offers of friendſhip. and protection. I had 
mentioned no names, but the alluſion was 

Plain, and he was no ſtranger. either to 
the intention or the author. I ſhall 


ſay no more of this part of my ſtory ; 
let it be buried in eternal ſilence. But iet 
me not be ſilent n the praiſe of that 

i | grace, 


* 


grace which could pardon, that Ltr 
which could expiate ſuch ſins as mine; 
yea, © the Ethiopian may change his fb 2 
and the leopard his ſpots,” ſince. I Who 
was the willing ſlave of every evil, poſ- 
ſeſſed with a legion of unclean - ſpirits, 
have been ſpared, and ſaved, and changed, 
to ſtand as a monument of his alrmghcy 
power for ever. 

Thus I went on for about fix monks 
by which time the ſhip was preparing to 
leave the coaſt. , A few days before ſne 
ſailed the Captain died. I was not upoa 
much better terms with his mate, Who 
now ſucceeded to the command, and had 
upon ſome occaſion, treated me ill: 1 
made no doubt, but, if I went with him 
to the Weſt Indies, he would put me on 
board a man of war; and this, from what 
I had known already, was more dreadful 
to me than death. To avoid it, I deter- 
mined to remain in Africa, and amuſed 
_ myſelf with many golden dreams, that 
here J ſhould find an W of im- 
proving my fortune. 

There are ſtill upon that part of the 
coaſt, a few white men ſettled (and there 
were many more at the time I was firſt 
there) whoſe buſineſs it was to purchaſe 

Cc 6 | llaves, 
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flaves, &c. in the rivers and country ad- 
Jjacent, and fell them to the ſhips at an 
advanced price. One of theſe, who at 
firſt landed in my indigent circumſtances, 
had acquired conſiderable wealth; he had 
lately been in England, and was returni 

in-the veſſel I was in, of which he es. 
a quarter part. His example impreſſed 
me with hopes of the ſame ſucceſs; and 
upon condition of entering into his ſervice, 
I obtained my diſcharge. I bad not the 
precaution to make any terms, but truſted 
to his generoſity. received no compen- 
ſation for my time on board the ſhip, but 
a bill upon the owners in England which 
was never paid, for they failed before my 
return. The day the veſſel failed I landed 
upon the iſland of Benanoes, with little more 


than the clothes upon my Ae as abu I * 3 


Go (bi pwreck. 


I am, dear Six, 


. Yours, &c. 
FANUARY 17, 1763. 1 
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Trzxz 1 * an important inſtruc. 
tion, and of frequent uſe, in theſe 
words of our deat Lord, „ Mine hour is 
not yet come.” The two following 
years, of which I am now to give ſome-ac- 
count, will ſeem as an abſolute blank in a . 
very ſhort life: but as the Lord's hour of 
grace was not yet come, and I was, 
have ſtill deeper experience of the dread- | 
ful ſtate of the heart of man, when left to 
itſelf; I have ſeen. frequent. cauſe ſince, to 
admire the mercy of the Lord in barthh. 
ing me to thoſe diſtant parts, and al- 
moſt. excluding me from human ſociety, 
at a time when I was big with miſchief, 
and, like one infected with a peſtilence, 
was capable of ſpreading a taint where- 
ever I went. Had my affairs taken a 
different turn, had I 3 in my 
deſigns, and remained in England, my ſad 
ſtory would probably have been worſe 
_ Worle 
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Worſe in myſelf, indeed, at cis: w_ 
hardly been; but my wickedneſs would 
have had greater ſcope; I might have 
been very hurtful to others, and multi- 
plied irreparable evils. But the Lord 
wiſely placed me where I could do little 
harm. The few I had to converſe with 
were. too much like myſelf, and I was 
ſoon brought into ſuch abject circum- 
ſtances, that I was too low to have any 
influence. I was rather ſhunned and de- 
ſpiſed, than imitated; there being few 
even of the negroes themſelves, (during 
the firſt year of my reſidence among 
them) but thought themſelves too good 
to ſpeak to me. I was as yet an «© outcaſt 
wing in my blood,” (Ezek. xvi.) and, 
to all appearance, expoſed to periſh. — But 
the Lord. beheld me with mercy — he did 
not ſtrike me to hell, as I juſtly deſerved ; 
« he paſſed by me when I was in my blood, | 
and bid me live.” But the appointed 
time for the manifeſtation of his love, to 
cover all my iniquities with. the robe of 
his righteouſneſs, and to admit me to the 
privileges of his children, was, not till long 
| afterwards ; yet even now he bid me live, | 
and I can only aſcribe it to his ſecret up- 
holding power, that what J ſuffered in a 
part 


tn - 


part of this iaterval; did not bereave me 
either of my is or ſenſes; yet as by 
theſe: ſufferings the force of- my evil ex- 
ample and inclinations was leſſened, 1 
have ace to account them e my | 
mierbied nn art 
It may KR prrkipe be acts to digrels 
lor a few lines, and give you a very brief 
ſketch. of the geography of the circuit I 
was now confined tò, eſpecially as I may 
have frequent occaſion to refer to places 
I ſhall now mention; for my trade after- 
wards, when the Lord gave me to ſee 
better days, was chiefſy to the ſame 
places, and with the ſame perſons, where 
and by whom I had been conſidered as 
upori a level with their meaneſt : Naves: 
From Cape de Verd, the moſt weſtern point 
of Africa, to Cape Mount, the whole coaft 
is full of rivers : the principal are Gambia, 
Rio Grande, Sierra Leon, and Sherbro.. Of 
the former, as it is well known, and I was 
never there, I need ſay nothing. The 
Rio Grande (like the Nile) divides into 
many branches near the ſea. On the moſt 
northerly, called Cacheo, the Portugueſe 
have a ſettlement. The moſt: ſouthern 
branch, known by the name of Rio Nuna, 
75 or was, the uſual boundary of the 
-- | white 


and with the ſea in many places, which. T 
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white men's trade cites; Sierra Lack 


is a - mountainous : peninſula, (uninhabited, 


and I believe inacceſſible, upon account 


of the thick woods, excepting thoſe parts 


which lie near the water. The river is 


large and navigable. From hence about 
twelve leagues to the ſouth-eaſt; are three 
contiguous iſlands, called the Benanoes, 
about twenty miles in circuit; this was 
about the centre of the white men's re- 


ſidence. Seven leagues farther the ſame 
way, lie the Plantanes, three ſmall iſlands, | 
two miles diftant from the continent at 
the point which form one fide of the 
Sherbro. This river is more properly a 


found, running within a long land, and 


receiving the confluence of ſeveral large 
rivers, & rivers unknown to ſong,” but far 


more deeply engraven in my remem- 
brance, than the Po or Tyber. The 


l outhern- moſt of theſe has a very pecu- 


har courſe, almoſt parallel to the coaſt; 
ſo that in tracing it a great many leagues 
upwards, it will ſeldom lead one above 
three miles, and ſometimes not more than 
half a-mile from the ſea ſhore. Indeed 1 
know not, but that all theſe rivers may 
have communications with each other, 


have 


r 


have not ; arNA; If you caſt your es 
upon a large map of Africa, while you 
are reading this, you will have a general 
idea of the country I was in; for though 
the maps are very incorrect, moſt of the 
places I have mentioned are inſerted, 
and in _ ſame order as I have named 


tha; | % 19.0. 
My new maſter had fernt reſided 
near Cape Mount, but he now ſettled. at 
the Plantanes, upon the largeſt: of the 
three iſlands, It is a low ſandy iſland, 
about two miles in circumference, and al- 
moſt covered with palm- trees. We im 
mediately began to build a houſe, and to 
enter upon trade. I had now ſome deſire 
to retrieve my loſt time, and to exert 
diligence in what was before me; and he 
was a man with whom I might have lived 
tolerably well, if he had not been foon 
influenced againſt. me: but he was much 
under the direction of a black woman, 
who lived with him as a wife. She was a 
perſon of ſome conſequence in her own 
country; and he owed his firſt riſe to her 
intereſt. This woman (I know not for 
what reaſon) was ſtrangely prejudiced 
againſt me from the firſt ; and what made 
it ſtill worſe for me, was a ſevere fit of 
illneſs, 
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illneſs, which attacked me very foon be 
fore I had op rtunity to ſhew what I, 
| — or wad do in his/ſervice. I was 
fick when he failed in a ſhalop, to Rio 
Nuna, and he left me in her hands. At 
firſt J was taken ſome care off; but, as 1 
did not recover very ſoon; ſhe grew weary, 
and entirely neglected me. I had ſome- 
times not a little: difficulty to procure a 
dravght of cold water, when burning 
with a fever. My bed was a mat, ſpread 
upon a board or cheſt, and a log of.wood 
my pillow. / When my favour left me, 
and my appetite returned, I would gladly _ 
have eaten, but there was no one gave 
unto: me. She lived in plenty herſelf, 
but hardly allowed me ſufficient to ſof-- 
tain life, except now and then, when in 
the higheſt good humour, ſhe would 
ſend me victuals in her own plate, after 
ſhe had dined; and this (ſo greatly was 
my pride humbled) I received with thanks 
and eagerneſs as the moſt needy beggar 
does an alms. Once, J well remember, 
1 was called to receive this bounty from 
her own hand, but, being exceedingly - 
weak and feeble, I dropped the plate. 
"Thoſe who live in plenty can hardly con- 
ceive how this loſs touched me; but ſhe 


had 
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had the cruelty to laugh at my diſap- 
pointment; and though the table Was 


covered; with diſhes (for ſhe lived much ; 


in the European manner) ſhe refuſed to 
give me any more. My diſtreſs has been 


at times iſo great, as to compel me to go, 
by night, and pull up roots in the plan- 


tation (though at the © riſk of being 


puniſned as a Jef ) which 1 have 9 44 
raw upon the ſpot, for fear of. diſcoyery. 


The roots I ſpeak of are very wholeſome 
food, when bailed or- roaſted, - but as; unfit 


to be eaten raw, in any quantity, as a 


potatoe. The conſequence of, this. diet, 


which, after the firſt expetiment, I always 
expected, and ſeldom, miſſed, was, the 


ſame as if I had taken tartar emetic z ſo 


that 1 have often returned as empty as I 
went: yet neceſſity urged me to re 

the trial. ſeveral times. I have ſometimes 
been relieved by ſtrangers; nay, even hy 
the ſlaves. in the chain, who have ſecretly 
brought me victuals (for they durſt not 
be ſeen to do it) from their own ſlender 


pittance. Next to preſſing want, nothing 


fits harder upon the mind than corn and 
contempt; and of chis likewiſe. 1 had an 
abundant meaſure, / When I was very 
Win recovering, his woman would 


ſome- 
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ſometimes pay me a viſit, 1 not to pity or 


- 


relieve, but to infult me. She would 
a call me worthleſs and indolent, and com- 


el me to walk, which, when 1 could 
hardly do, ſhe would ſet her attendants to 
mimic my motion, to clap their hands, 
laugh, throw limes at me; or, if they 


chbſe, to throw ſtones (as I think was 


the caſe once or twice) they were not re- 
buked: but, in general, though all who 


depended on her favour muſt join in her 
treatment, yet, when ſhe was out of ſight, 


1 was rather pitied than ſcorned by the 


meaneft of her faves! At length my 


maſter returned from his voyage 4 . com- 


plained of ill ulage, but he could not be. 


lieve me; and, as 1 did it in her hearing, 


I fared no better for it. But in his ſe- 


cond voyage he took me with him. We 


did pretty well for a while, till 4 brother 


trader he met inthe river, perſuaded hirn 


that 1 was unfaithful, and ſtole his goods 


in the night, or when he was on mere. 
This was almoſt the only vice 1 could not 
be juſtly charged with: the only remains 
of a good education I could boaſt of; was 
what is commonly called honeſty: and, as 
far as he had entruſted me, 1 Kad been 
P true; and though my great = 

 treſs. 
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treſs might, in ſome Waben have excuſed 


it, I never once thought of defrauding 
him in the ſmalleſt matter. However, the 


charge was believed, and I condemned 


without evidence. From that time he 
likewiſe uſed me very hardly; whenever 
he left the veſſel I was locked upon deck, 
with a pint of rice for my day's allowance; 


and if he ſtaid longer, I had no relief till 


his return. Indeed, I believe I ſhould 
have been nearly ſtarved, but for an 
opportunity of catching fiſn ſometimes? 
When fowls were killed for his owrr ule, I 
ſeldom was allowed any part but the en- 
trails, to bait my hooks with: and, at what 
we call flack water, that is, about the chang- 

ing of the tides, when the current was ſtill 
[ uſed generally to fiſh (for at other times 
it was not practicable) and I very often 
ſucceeded. If I ſaw a fiſh upon my hook, 

my joy was little leſs than any other per- 
lon may have found, in the accompliſn- 
ment of the ſcheme he had moſt at heart. 
Such a fiſh, haſtily: broiled, or rather half 
burnt, - without e ſalt, or bread, has 
afforded me a delicious meal. If 1 caught 
none, I might, if I could, ſleep away my 
hunger till the next return of flack water, 


and then fry again.” Nor did 1 ſuffer les 


from 
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from the inclemency of the weather and 
the want of clothes. The rainy ſeaſon 
was now advancing ; my whole ſuit was a 
ſhirt, a pair of trowſers, a cotton handker- 
chief inſtead of a cap, and a cotton cloth 
about two yards long, to ſupply the want 
of upper garments :* and thus accoutered, I 
have been expoſed for twenty, thirty, per- 
haps near forty hours together, in inceſſant 
rains, accompanied with ſtrong gales of 
wind, without the leaſt ſhelter, when my ma- 
ſter was on ſhore. I feel to this day ſome 
faint returns of the violent pains I then 
contracted. The exceſſive cold and wet 
I] endured in that voyage, and ſo ſoon 
after I had recovered! from a long fick- | 
neſs quite broke my conſtitution and my 
ſpirits ; the latter were ſoon reſtored, but 
the effects of the former ſtill remain with 
me, as a needful memento of the ſervice 
and the wages of fin. ; 

In about two months we 1 and 
then the reſt of the time I remained with 
him was chiefly ſpent at the Plantanes, un- 
der the ſame regimen as I have already 
mentioned. My haughty heart was now 
brought down, not to a wholeſome repent- 
ance, not to the language of the prodigal ; 
Tak was far from me; but my ſpins! = 

N ſunk; 


o 
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ſunk; I loft all reſolution, and almoſt all | 


reflection. I had loſt the fierceneſs which 
fired me when on board the Harwich, and 
which made me capable of the moſt deſ- 
perate attempts; but I was no further 
changed than a tiger, tamed by hunger — 


rem the occaſion and he will be as wild 
as ever. 


One thing, though An is moſt true. 
Though deſtitute of food and clothing, 
depreſſed to a degree beyond common 


wretchedneſs, I could ſometimes collect 
my mind to mathematical ſtudies. I 
had bought Barrow's Euclid at Plymouth ; it 


was the only volume I W on ſhore; 


it was always with me, and I uſed to take 
it to remote corners of the iſland by the 
ſea ſide, and draw my diagrams with a long 
ſtick upon the ſand. Thus I often be- 


guiled my ſorrows, and almoſt. forgot my 


feeling: —and thus, without any other 

aſſiſtance, I made myſelf in a good mea- 

ſure, maſter of the firſt ſix books of Euclid; 
I am 


I 
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DEAR SIR, 


TrzRs is moch piery and pit 
in the grateful acknowledgment of Jacob, 
„ with my ſtaff I paſſed this Jordan, 
and now I am become two bands. 
They are words which ought to affe& 
me with a peculiar emotion. I remem- 
ber that ſome of thoſe mournful days, to 
which my laſt letter Tefers, I was buſied 
in planting ſome lime or lemon trees. The 
plants I put in the ground were no longer 
than a young gooſeberry buſh ; my maſter 
and his miſtreſs paſſing by the place, ſtop- 
ped a while to look at me; at laſt, «© Who 
Knows, ſays he, © who knows but by 
* the time theſe trees grow upand bear, 
c you may go home to England, obtain 
« the command of a ſhip, and return to 
c reap the fruits of your labours; we ſee 
« ſtrange things ſometimes happen. ”— 

'This, as he intended it, was a cutting nr. 
caſm, | believe he n it full as ow 
bab c 


| E 

bable that I ſhould live to be king of Po- 
land; yet it proved a prediction, and theß 
(one of them at leaſt) lived to ſee me re- 
turn from England, in the capacity he had 
mentioned, and pluck ſome of the firſt 
limes from thoſe very trees. How can 
I proceed in my relation, till I raiſe a 
monument to the divine goodnels, va | 
comparing the circumſtances in which the 
Lord has ſince placed me, with what 1 
| was at that time! Had you ſeen me, Sir, 
then go ſo penſive and ſolitary in the 
dead of night to waſhi my one ſhirt upon 
the rocks, and afterwards put it on wet, 
that it might dry upon my back, while I 
ſlept; had you ſeen me ſo poor a figure, 
that when a ſhip's boat came to the iſland, 
ſhame often conſtrained me to hide my- 
ſelf in the woods, from the fight of ſtrang- 
ers; eſpecially, had you known that my 
conduct, principles and heart were ſtill 
darker than my. outward condition — how 
little would you have imagined, that one, 
who ſo fully anſwered to the“ rumor nar 

owe; of the apoſtle, was reſerved to be 
fo peculiar an inſtance of the provi- 
dential care, and exuberant 8 of 


* Hateful, and hating one another. ES 
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God. There was, at that time, but one 
earneſt deſire in my heart, which was not 
contrary and ſhocking both to religion 
and reaſon; that one deſire, though my 
vile licentious life rendered me peculiarly 
unworthy of ſucceſs, and though a thou- 
ſand difficulties ſeemed to render it im- 
poſſible, the Lord was pleaſed to gratify. 
But this favour, though great, and greatly 
prized, was a ſmall thing compared to 

the bleſſings of his grace: he ſpared me, 
to give me the knowledge of himſelf, 
in the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt,” in love 
to my ſoul he delivered me from the 
pit of corruption, and caſt all my aggra- 
vated ſins behind his back. He brought 
my feet into the paths of peace. — This is 
indeed the chief article, but it is not the 
whole. When he made me acceptable 
to himſelf in the beloved, he gave me 
favour in the ſight of others. He raiſed 
me new friends, protected and guided 
me through a long ſeries of dangers, and 
crowned every day with repeated mercies. 
To him I owe it that J am till alive, and 
that I am not ſtill living in hunger, and 
in thirſt, and in nakedneſs, and the want 
of all things: into that ſtate I brought my- 
ſelf, but it was he who delivered me. = 
| as 
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has given me an eaſy ſituation in life, 
ſome experimental knowledge of his goſ- 
pel, a large acquaintance amongſt his 
people, a friendſhip and correſpondence 
with ſeveral of his moſt honoured ſer- 
yants. — But it is as difficult to enumerate 
my preſent advantages, as it is fully to 
deſcribe the evils and miſeries of the pre- 
_ ceding contraſt, 

I know not exactly how long things 
continued with me thus, but I believe 
near a twelvemonth. In this interval, I 
wrote two or three times to my father; 1 
gave him an account of my condition, and 
deſired his aſſiſtance, intimating at the 
ſame time, that I had reſolved not to re- 
turn to England, unleſs he was pleaſed to 
fend\ for me; I have likewiſe letters by 
me, wrote to Mrs. in that diſmal 
period; fo that at the loweſt ebb, it ſeems 
I ſtill retained a hope of ſeeing her again. 
My father applied to his friend in Ziver-- 
Pool, of whom I have ſpoken before, who 
gave orders accordingly to a captain of 
his, who was then fitting out for Gambia 
and Sierra Leon. 

Some time within the year, as I have 
faid, I obtained my maſter's conſent to 
live with another trader, who dwelt upon 

ET D * . 


[68 J 
the ' ſame iſland. Without his conſent I 
could not be taken, and he was unwilling 
to do it ſooner, but it was then brought 
about. This was an. alteration much to 
my advantage; I was foon decently clo- 
thed, lived in plenty, was conſidered as a 
companion, and truſted with the care of 
all his domeſtic effects which were to the 
amount of ſome thouſand pounds. This 
man had ſeveral factories and white ſer- 
vants in different places, particularly one 


in Kittam, the river I ſpoke of which 


runs ſo near along the ſea coaſt. I was 
ſoon appointed to go there, where I had 


a ſhare in the management of buſineſs, 


Jointly with another of his ſervants : we 
lived as. we pleaſed, buſineſs flouriſhed, 


and our employer was fatisfied. Here 


1 began to be wretch enough to think 
myſelf happy. There is a ſignificant phraſe 
frequently uſed in thoſe parts, that ſuch 
a white man is grown black. It does not 
intend an alteration of complexion, but 
diſpoſition. I have known ſeveral, who, 


_ ſettling in Africa after the age of thirty, or 


forty, have, at that time of life been gra- 
dually aſſimilated to the tempers, cuſtoms, 

and ceremonies. of the natives, ſo far as 
to prefer that country. to England; 0 
: ave 
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have even become dupes to all the pre- 
tended charms, necromances, amulets, | 
and divinations of the blinded negroes, 
and put more truſt in ſuch things than the 
wiſer ſort among the natives. A part of 
this ſpirit of infatuation was growing upon 
me (in time perhaps I might have yielded 
to the whole); I entered into cloſer engage- 
ments with the inhabitants, and ſhould 
have lived and died a wretch amongſt 
them, if the Lord had not watched over 
me for good. Not that I had loft thoſe 
ideas which chiefly engaged my heart to 
England, but defpair of ſeeing them ac- 
compliſhed, made me willing to remain 
where I was. I thought T could more 
eaſily bear the diſappointment in this fitu- 
ation than nearer home. But, fo ſoon as 
I had fixed my connections and plans with 
theſe views, the Lord Pprovidentially in- 
terpoſed to break them in pieces, and 
ſave me from ruin in ſpite of myſelf. 

In the mean time, the ſhip that had 
orders to bring me home arrived at Sierra 
Leon: the Captain made inquiry for me 
there and at the Bonanas; but underſtand- 
ing that I was at a great diſtance in the 
country he 'thought no more about me. 
Without doubt the hand of God directed 
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17 
my being placed at Kittam juſt at this 
time; for, as the ſhip came no nearer 
than the Bonanas, and ſtaid but a few 
days, if I had been at the Plantanes I 
could not perhaps have heard of her till 
- ſhe had been failed, The ſame muſt have 
certainly been the event, had I been ſent 
to any other factory, of which my new 
maſter had ſeveral upon different rivers. 
But though the place I was at was a long 
way up a river, much more than a hun- 
dred miles diſtant from the Plantanes, yet, 
by the peculiar ſituation which I have al- 
ready noticed, I was ſtill within a mile 
of the ſea coaſt, To make the interpoſi- 
tion more remarkable, I was at that very 
juncture, going in queſt of trade to a place 
at. fome diſtance directly from the fea, . 
and ſhould have ſet out a day or two be- 
fore, but that we waited for a few articles 
from the next ſhip that offered, to com- 
- Plete the affortment of goods I was to take 
with me. We uſed ſometimes to walk 
to the beach, in expectation of ſeeing a 
veſſel paſs by, but this was very preca- 
rious, as at that time the place was not at 
all reſorted to by ſhips for trade. Many 
paſſed in the night, others kept at a con- 
ſiderable diſtance from the ſhore. In a 
e | word, 
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word, I do not know that any one had 
ſtopped while I was there, though ſome. 
had before, upon obſerving a ſignal made 
from the ſhore. In February 1747, (1 
know not the exact day) my fellow- ſervant 
walking down to the beach in the forenoon, 
ſaw a veſſel failing paſt; and made a ſmoke 
in token of trade. She was already a little 
beyond the place, and, as the wind was 
fair, the Captain was in ſome demur whe- 
ther to ſtop or not: however, had my 
companion been half an hour later, ſhe 
would have been gone beyond recall; but 
he ſoon ſaw her come to an anchor, 
and went on board in a canoe; and this 
proved the very ſhip I have ſpoken of. 
One of the firſt queſtions he was aſked 
was concerning me; and when the Cap- 
tain underſtood J was ſo near, he came 
on ſhore to deliver his meſſage. Had an 
invitation from home reached me, when I 
was ſick and ſtarving at the Plantanes, I 
ſhould have received it as life from the 
dead; but now, for the reaſons already 
given, I heard it at firſt with indifference. 
The Captain, unwilling to loſe me, told a 
ſtory altogether of his own framing ; he 
gave me a very plauſible account, how he 
had miſſed a large packet of letters and 
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papers, which he ſhould have brought 
with him ; but this, he ſaid, he was ſure 
of, having had it from my father's own 
mouth, as well as from his employer, that 
a perſon, lately dead, had left me £400 
per annum, adding further, that if I was any 
ways embarraſſed in my circumſtances, 
he had expreſs orders to redeem me, 
| though it ſhould coſt one half of his cargo. 
Every particular of this was falſe; nor 
could 1 myſelf believe what he ſaid about 
the eſtate; but, as I had ſome expectations 
from an aged relation, I thought a part 
of it might be true. But I was not long 
in ſuſpenſe : for though my father's care 
and deſire to ſee me had too little weight 
with me, and would have been inſufficient 
to make me quit my retreat, yet the re- 
membrance of Mrs. , the hopes 
of ſeeing her, and the poſſibility, that ac- 
cepting this offer might once more put 
me in a way of gaining her hand, pre- 
vailed over all other conſiderations. The 
Captain further promiſed (and in this he 
kept his word) that I ſhould lodge in his 
cabin, dine at his table, and be his con- 
ſtant companion, without expecting any 
ſervice from me. And thus I was ſud- 
denly freed from a captivity of about fifteen 
months, 
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months. I had neither a thought nor a 
defire of this change one hour before it 
took place. I embarked with him, and in 
a few hours loſt ſight of Kitfam. 
How -much 4s their blindneſs to be 
pitied, who can ſee nothing but chance in 
events of this ſort! So blind and ſtupid 
was I at that time, 1 made no reflection. 
I ſought no direction in what had hap- 
pened : like a wave of the ſea driven with the 
wind, and toſſed, I was governed by pre- 
{ent appearances, and looked no farther. 
But he, who is eyes to the blind, was 

leading me in a way that I knew not. 
Now I am in ſome meaſure enlightened, 
I can eafily perceive that it is in the adjuſt- 
ment and concurrence of theſe ſeemingly 
fortuitous circumſtances, that the ruling 
power and wifdom of God is moſt evidently 
difplayed in human affairs. How many 
ſuch caſual events may we remark in the 
hiſtory of Jgſeph, which had each a neceſ- 
ſary influence in his enſuing promotion! 
If he had not dreamed, or if he had not 
told his dream ;—if the Midianites had 
paſſed by a day ſooner or a day later; if 
they had ſold him to any perſon but Poli- 
Par; if his miſtreſs had been a better 
| 3 woman; 
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vVvoman; if Pharaob's ** hd not di. 5 
pleaſed their Lord; or if any, or all theſe 
things had fell out in any other manner 
or time than they did, all that followed had 
been prevented; the promiſes and pur- 

poſes of God concerning Mael, their bond- 
age, deliverances, polity, and ſettlement, 
muſt have failed; and, as all theſe things 
tended to, and centered in Chriſt, the pro- 
miſed Saviour, the deſire of all nations 
would not have appeared; mankind had 
been ſtill in their ſins, without hope, and 
the counſels of God's eternal love in 
favour of ſinners defeated. Thus we may 
ſee a connection between Jeſeph's firſt 
dream, and the death of our Lord Chriſt, 
with all its _glorious conſequences. So 
ſtrong, though ſecret, is the concatenation 
between the greateft and the ſmalleſt events! 

What a comfortable thought is this to a 
believer to know, that amidſt all the vari- 
ous interfering deſigns of men, the Lord 
has one conſtant deſign which he cannot, 
will not miſs, namely, his own glory in 

the complete ſalvation of his people; and 
that he is wiſe, and ſtrong, and faithful, 
to make even thoſe things, which ſeem 
contrary to this deſign, ſubſervient to 


promote 


/ 
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promote it. You have allowed me to 
comment upon my own text, yet the 
length of this obſervation may need ſome 
apology. Believe me to be, with great 
reſpect, 


Dear Six, 
Your affectionate and obliged ſervant. 


JANUARY 18, 1763. 
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LETTER VII. 


| DEAR SIR, 


TRE ſhip I was now on board, as a 
= paſſenger, was on. a trading voyage for 
ll gold, ivory, dyers wood, and bees“ Wax. 
It requires much longer time to collect a 
cargo of this ſort than of ſlaves. The 
Captain began his trade at Gambia, had 
been already four or five months in Africa, - 
and continued there a year, or there- 
abouts, after I was with him; in which 
time we ranged the whole coaſt, as far as 
Cape Lopez, which lies about a degree 
fouth of the Equinoctial, and more than 
a thouſand miles farther from England, 
than the place where I embarked. I have 
Intle to offer worthy your notice, in the 
courſe of this tedious voyage. 1 had 
no buſineſs to employ -my thoughts but 
ſometimes amuſed myſelf with matbe- 
matics : excepting this, my whole life, when 
awake, was a courſe of moſt horrid im- 
piety and profaneneſs. I know not that I 


have 


— 
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have ever ſince met ſo daring a blaf- 
phemer: not content with common oaths, 
and imprecations, I daily invented new 
ones; fo that 1 was often ſeriouſly re- 
proved by the Captain, who was. himſelf 
a very paſſionate man and not at all cir- 
cumſpe& in his expreſſions. From the 
relation I at times made him of my paſt 
adventures, and what he ſaw of my con- 
duct, and eſpecially towards the cloſe of 
the voyage when we met with many diſ- 
aſters, he would often tell me that, 9 — 
great grief, he had a Jonab on board; 
that a curſe attended me wherever I went; 
and that all the troubles he met with 
in the voyage, were owing to his hay- 
ing taken me into the veſſel, 1 ſhall 
omit any further particulars, and after 
mentioning an inſtance or two of. the 
Lord's mercy to me, while I was thus de- 
fying his power and patience, I ſhall pro- 
ceed to ſomething more worthy your 
peruſal. _ 

Although I lived long in the exceſs of 
almoſt every other extravagance, I never 


was fond of drinking; and my father has 


often been heard to lay, that while 1 
| avoided drunkenneſs, he ſhould ſtill enter- 
tain hopes of my recovery, But ſome- 


times 1 


81. 


ges I would promote a drinkin g- bout | 
2 a frolic-ſake, as I termed it; for 
though 1 did not love the liquor, I was 
fold to do iniquity, and delighted in miſ- 
chief. The laſt abominable frolic of this 
fort I engaged in, was in the river Gabon; 
the propoſal and expence were my own. 
Four or five of us one evening ſat down 
upon deck, to ſee who could hold out 
longeſt in drinking geneva and rum al- 
ternately; a large ſea-ſhell ſupplied the 
place of a glaſs. I was very unfit for a 
challenge of this ſort, for my head was 
always incapable of bearing much ſtrong 

drink. However, I began and propoſed _ 
the firſt toaſt, which, I well remember, 
was ſome imprecation againſt the perſon 
who ſhould fart firſt. —_— his proved to 
be myſelf. — My brain was ſoon fired : — . 
I aroſe, and danced about the deck like 
a madman; and while I was thus di- 
verting my companions, my hat went 
over-board. By the light of the moon I 
ſaw the ſhip's boat, and eagerly threw 
myſelf over the fide to get into her, that I 
might recover my hat. My ſight in that 
circumſtance deceived me, for the boat 
was not within my reach, as I had thought, 


but perhaps twenty feet from the ſhip's 
ſide. 


1 
ſide. I was, however, half over-boars 
and ſhould in one moment more had 
plunged myſelf. _— the water, when 
| ſomebody catched hold of my clothes 
behind, and pulled me back. This was 
an amazing eſcape, for I could not ſwim 
if I had been ſober; the tide ran very 
ſtrong, my companions were too much 
1ntoxicated to ſave me, and the reſt of 
the ſhip's company were aſleep. So near 
I was, to appearance, of periſhing in that 
dreadful condition, and finking into eter- 

nity. under the weight of my own curſe ! 
Another time, at Cape Lopez, ſome of 

us had been in the woods, and ſhot a 
buffalo or wild cow; we brought a part 
of it on board, and carefully marked the 
place (as I thought) where we left the 
remainder. In the evening we returned 
to fetch it, but we ſet out too late. 1 
undertook to be their guide, but night 
coming on before we could reach the 
place, we loſt our way — Sometimes we 
were in ſwamps up to the middle in water, 
and when we recovered dry land, we 
could not tell whether we were walking 
towards the ſhip, or wandering farther 
from her. Every ſtep increaſed our un- 
certainty, — The night grew darker, and 
| we 
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we were entangled in inextricable woods, 
where, perhaps, the foot of man had never 
trod before. That part of the country is 
entirely abandoned to wild beaſts, with 
which it prodigiouſly abounds. We were 
indeed in a terrible cafe, having neither 
light, food, or arms, and expecting a tiger 
to ruſh from behind every tree. The 
ſtars were clouded, and we had no com- 
paſs to form a judgment which way we 
were going. Had things continued thus, 
we had probably periſhed: but it pleaſed 
God, no beaſt came near us; and, after 
ſome hours perplexity, the moon aroſe, 
and pointed out the eaſtern quarter. It 
appeared then, as we had expected, that 
inſtead of drawing near to or ſea-fide, 
we had been penetrating into the country ; 
but, by the guidance of the moon, we at 
length came to the water-ſide, a conſide- 
rable diſtance from the ſhip. We got 
ſafe on board, without any other inconve- 
nience than what we ſuffered from fear 
ang fatigue. 

' Thoſe and many other deliverances, 
were all, at that time entirely loft upon 
me. The admonitions of conſcience, 
which, from ſucceſſive repulſes, had grown 
weaker and weaker, at length entirely 

| ceaſed ; 
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ceaſed ; and for a ſpace of many months, 
if not for ſome years, I cannot recollect, 
that I had a fingle check of that fort. 


At times I have been viſited with fſick- 


nefs, and have believed myſelf near to 
death, but I had not the leaft concern 
about the conſequences. In a word, I 
ſeemed to have every 'mark of final im- 
penitence and rejection; neither judg- 


ments nor mercies made me leaſt impreſ- 


ſion on me. 

At length, our buſineſs finiſhed, we left 
Cape Lopez, and after a few days ſtay at 
the iſland of Annabona, to lay in provi- 
ſions, we ſailed homeward about the be- 
ginning of January, 1748. From Anna- 
bona to England, without touching at any 
intermediate port, is a very long naviga- 
tion, perhaps more than ſeven thouſand 
miles, if we include the circuits neceſ- 
ſary to be made on account of the trade- 
winds, We failed firſt weſtward, till 
near the coaft of Brazil, then north- 
ward,. to the banks of Newfoundland, with 
the uſual variations of wind and wea-- 
ther, and without meeting any thing ex- 
traordinary. - On theſe banks we ſtopped 
half a day to fiſh for cod: this was then 
chiefly fo diverſion; we had proviſions | 

enough, 
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enough, and little expected thoſe fiſh (as 
it afterwards proved) would be all we 
ſhould have to ſubſiſt on. We left the 
banks March firſt, with a hard gale of wind 
weſterly, which puſhed us faſt homewards. 
I ſhould here obſerve, that with the length 
of this voyage in a hot climate, 'the veſſel 
was greatly out of repair, and very unfit 
to ſupport ſtormy weather: the fails and 
cordage were likewiſe very much worn 
out, and many ſuch circumſtances con- 
curred to render what followed more dan- 
gerous. I think it was on the ninth of _ 
March, the day before our cataſtrophe, 

that I felt a thought paſs through my 

mind which J had long been a ſtranger. 

to. Among the few books we had on 

board, one was Stanhope's Thomas à Kem- . 

pis; I careleſsly took it up, as I had often 

done before, to paſs away the time; but 
I had ſtill read it with the ſame indiffer- 
ence as if it was entirely a romance. 
However, while I was reading this time, 
an involuntary ſuggeſtion aroſe in my 
mind — what if theſe things ſhould be 
true? I could not bear the force of the 
inference, as it related to myſelf, and 
therefore ſhut the book preſently. My 
conſcience witneſſed againſt me once _ 
| | and 
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and 1 concluded that, true or falſe, 1 rink | 
abide the conſequences of my own choice. 


I put an abrupt end to theſe reflections, 


by joining in with ſome vain converſation 
or other that came in my way. 

But now the Lord's time was come, . 
the conviction I was ſo unwilling to re- 
ceive, was deeply impreſſed upon me by 
an awful diſpenſation. 1 went to bed that 
night in my uſual ſecurity and indiffer- 
ence, but was awaked from a ſound ſleep 
by the force of a violent ſea which broke 
on board us; ſo much of it came down 
below as filled the cabin I lay in with 
water, This alarm was followed by a cry 
from the deck, that the ſhip was going 
down or ſinking. As ſoon as J could re- 
cover myſelf, A eſſayed to go upon deck, 
but was met upon the ladder by the Sp 
tain, who deſired me to bring a knife with 
me. While I returned for the knife ano- 
ther perſon went up in my room, who 
was inſtantly waſhed overboard. We had 
no leiſure to lament him, nor did we ex- 
pect to ſurvive him long; for we ſoon 
found the ſhip was filling with water very 
faſt. The ſea had torn away the upper 
timbers on one ſide, and made a mere 
wreck in a few minutes. I ſhall * 

ect 
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ect to deſcribe this diſaſter in the marine 


dialect, which would be underſtood by 
few. and therefore I can give you but a 
very inadequate idea of it. Taken in all 
circumſtances it was aftoniſhing, and al- 
moſt miraculous, that any of us ſurvived 
to relate the ſtory. We had immediate 
recourſe to the pumps, but the water 'in- 
creaſed againſt our efforts: ſome of us 
were ſet to bailing in another part of the 
veſſel, that is, to lade it out with buckets 
and pails. We had but eleven or twelve 
people to ſuſtain this ſervice; and, not- 
withſtanding all we could do, ſhe was full, 


or very near it; and then with a common 


cargo, ſhe muſt have ſunk of courſe: but 
we had a great quantity of bees wax and 
wood on board, which were ſpecifically 
lighter than the water ; and as it pleaſed 
God, that we received this ſhock in the 
very criſis of the gale, towards morning 
we were enabled to employ ſome means 
for our ſafety, which ſucceeded beyond 
hope. In about an hour's time the day 
began to break, and the wind abated. 
We expended moſt of our clothes and 
bedding to ſtop the leaks (though the 
weather was exceeding cold, eſpecially to 
us who had ſo lately left a hot climate) 
"or 
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over theſe we nailed pieces of boards, and 
at laſt perceived the water abate. At the 
beginning of this hurry, I was little af- 
fected; I pumped hard, and endeavoured 
to animate myſelf and my companions: I 
told one of them that in a few days this 
diſtreſs would ſerve us to talk of over a 
glaſs of wine; but he being a leſs hardened 
ſinner than myſelf, replied with tears, 
«© No, it is too late now.” About nine 
o'clock, being almoſt. ſpent with cold and 
labour, I went to ſpeak with the Captain, 
who was buſied elſewhere, and juſt as 1 
was returning from him, I faid, almoſt 
without any meaning, If this will not 
do the Lord have mercy upon us.” 
This (though ſpoken with little reflection? 
was the firſt deſire I had breathed for 
mercy for the ſpace of many years. I was 
inſtantly ſtruck .with my own words, and 
as Jehu ſaid once, What haſt thou to do with 
Peace? ſo it directly occurred, What mercy 
can there be for me? I was obliged to re- 
turn to the pump, and there I conti- 
nued till noon, almoſt every paſſing wave 
breaking over my head; but we made 
ourſelves faſt with ropes, that we might 
not be waſhed away. Indeed I expected 
that every time the veſſel deſcended in the 
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ſea, ſhe would riſe no more; and though 
I dreaded death now, and my heart fore- 
boded the worſt, if the ſcriptures which 
1 had long ſince oppoſed, were indeed 
true; yet ſtill I was but half convinced, 
and remained for a ſpace of time in a ſul- 
len frame, a mixture of deſpair and impati- 
ence, I thought, if the chriſtian religion 
was true I could not be forgiven ; — 
was therefore expecting, and almoſt, 

times, ng to * the worlt of 1 it. 


I am, 
Your's, &c. 


JANUARY 17, 1763. 
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LETTER VIII. 


| DEAR SIR, 


TRE tenth (that is in the preſent ſtyle. 
the twenty-firſt) of March, is a day much 
to be remembered by me, and I have 
never ſuffered it to paſs wholly unnoticed 
ſince the year, 1748. On that day the 
Lord ſent from on high, and delivered me 
out of the deep waters. —I continued at 
the pump from three in the morning till 
near noon, and then I could do no more: 
I went and lay down upon my bed, un- 
certain and almoſt indifferent whether I 
ſhould riſe again. In an hour's time I 
was called, and not being able to pump, 
I went to the elm and ſteered the ſhip 
till midnight, excepting a ſmall interval 
for refreſhment. I had here leiſure and 
convenient opportunity for reflection: I 
began to think of my former religious pro- 
feſſions, the extraordinary turns in my 
life; the calls, warnings, and deliverances 
J had met with, the licentious courſe of my 
converſation, particularly my unparalleled 
e effrontery 
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effrontery in making the goſpel hiſtory 
(which I could not now be ſure was falſe, 
though I was not yet aſſured it was true) 
the conſtant ſubject of profane ridicule. I 


thought, allowing the ſcripture premiſes, 


there never was nor could be ſuch a ſinner 
as myſelf, and then comparing the advan- 
tages I had broken through, I concluded, 
at firſt, that my fins were too great to be 
forgiven. The ſcripture likewiſe ſeemed 


to ſay the ſame; for I had formerly been 


well acquainted with the Bible, and many 


paſſages, upon this occaſion, returned 


upon my memory, particularly thoſe awful 
paſſages Prov. i. 24— 31. Heb. vi. 4, 6. 
and 2 Pet. ii. 20. which ſeemed fo ex- 
actly to ſuit my caſe and character, as to 
bring with them a preſumptive proof of a 
divine original. Thus, as I have ſaid, 


1 waited with fear and impatience to re- 


ceive my inevitable doom. Yet, Rouge 


1 had thoughts of this kind, they w 


exceeding faint and diſproportionate; ; "i 


was not. till long after (perhaps ſeveral 


years) till I had gained ſome clear views 
of the infinite righteouſneſs and grace of 


Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, that I had a deep 
and ſtrong apprehenſion of my ſtate by 


nature and pradtice, and perhaps, till then 
I could , 


1 could not have borne the ſight. So. | 


wonderfully does the Lord proportion the / 


\ diſcoveries of ſin and grace; for he Knows 


our frame, and that if he was to put 


forth the greatneſs of his power, a poor 
ſinner would be inſtantly overwhelmed, 


and cruſhed as a moth. But to return; 1 
when I ſaw, beyond all probability, there 


was ſtill hope of reſpite, and heard about 
ſix in the evening that the ſhip was freed 
from water, there aroſe a gleam of hope. 
I thought I ſaw the hand of God diſ- 
played in our favour, I began to pray; I 
could not utter the prayer of faith, I could 
not draw near to a reconciled God and 
call him father: my prayer was like the 
cry of the ravens, which yet the Lord 
does not diſdain to hear. I now began to 
think of that Fe/us whom I had ſo often 
derided ; I recollected the particulars of 
his life and of his death; a death for 
ſins not his awn, but, as I remembered, 
tor the ſake of thoſe who, in their diſtreſs, 
!hould put their truſt in him. And now 


I chiefly wanted evidence. The comfort: 


leſs principles of infidelity were deeply 
riveted, and I rather wiſhed than believed 
theſe things were real facts. You will 
pleaſe to obſerve, Sir, that I collect the 
| Ss ſtrain 


[IS] 
ſtrain of the reaſorings and exerciſes of 
my mind in one view; but I do nof ſay 
that all this paſſed at one time. "The: 
great queſtion now was, how to obtain 
faith? I ſpeak not of an appropriating 
faith (of which I then knew neither the 
nature nor neceſſity) but how I ſhould 
gain an aſſurance that the ſeriptures were 
of a divine inſpiration, and a ſufficient 
Warrant for the exerciſe of truſt and hope 
in God. One of the firſt helps I received 
(in conſequence of a determination to ex- 
amine the New Teſtament more carefully) 
was from Luke xi. 13. I had been ſenſi- 
ble, that to profeſs faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
when, in reality, I did not believe his hiſ- 
tory, was no better than a mockery of the 
heart-ſearching God; but here I found a 
ſpirit ſpoken of which was to be com- ä 
municated to thoſe who aſk it. Upon this 
I reaſoned: thus: if this book is true, the 
promiſe in this paſſage muſt be true like- 
wiſe: I have need of that very ſpirit, bßß 
which the whole was wrote, in order to 
underſtand it aright. He has engaged 
here to give Ne ſpirit to thoſe who aſk. 
TI muſt therefore pray for it, and, if it is of 
God, he will make good his own ward. My 


Purpoſes » were ſrengrhened | by * vu. 
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4 coatholied from haps that though 
I could not ſay from my heart, that I be- 
lieved the goſpel, yet I would, for oo 
preſent, take it for granted; and that, by 
ſtudying it in this light, I ſnould be more 
and more confirmed in it. If what I am 
writing eould be peruſed by our modern 
infidels, they would ſay (for 1 too well 
know their manner) that I was very deſi- 
rous to perſuade myſelf into this opinion. 
I confeſs I was, and ſo would they be, if 
the Lord ſhould ſhew them, as he was 


55 pleaſed to ſhew me at that time, the ab- 


ſolute neceſſity of ſome expedient to in- 


terpoſe between a righteous God and a 


ſinful ſoul ; upon the goſpel ſcheme I ſaw, 
at leaſt, a peradventure of hope, but on 


every other fide I was ſurrounded with black = | 


_unfathomable deſpair. _ 

The wind was now moderate bins con- | 
tinued fair, and we were ftill drawing 
| nearer to our port. We began to re- 
cover from our conſternation, though we 


were greatly alarmed by our circumſtances. _ 


We found that the water, having floated . 
all our moveables in the hold, all the 
caſks of proviſion had been beaten to 
Pieces by the violent motion of the ſhip: 
on the other hand, our live ſtock, ſuch as 


2 Pigs, 


[9 1 
pigs, ſheep and poultry, had been waſhed 
over-board in the ſtorm. In effect, all 
the proviſions we ſaved, except the fiſh I 
had mentioned, and ſome food of the pulſe 

kind, which uſed to be given to the hogs, 
(and there was but little of this left) all 
our other proviſions would have ſubſiſted 
us but a week at ſcanty allowance. The 
fails too were moſtly blown away, ſo that 
we advanced but. ſlowly, even while the 
wind was fair. We imagined ourſelves 
about a hundred leagues from the land, 
but were in reality much farther. T hus 
we proceeded with an alternate prevalence 
of hope and fear. — My leiſure time was 
chiefly employed in reading and medi- 


tating on the ſcripture, and praying to the 


Lord for mercy and inſtruction. 

Things continued thus for four or five 
days, or perhaps longer, till we were 
awakened one morning by the joyful 
ſhouts of the watch upon deck, proclaim- 

ing the ſight. of land. We were all ſoon 
raiſed at the ſound. The dawning was 
uncommonly beautiful, and the light (juſt 
- ſtrong enough to diſcover diſtant obj jects) 
preſented us with a gladdening i: 
it ſeemed a mountainous coaſt, about 
twenty miles wat us, terminating in a 

cape 


„ | 
cape or point, and a little farther two 
or three ſmall iſlands, or hammocks, as if 
Juſt riſing out of the water; the appear- 
ance and poſition ſeemed exactly anſwer- 


able to our hopes, reſembling the north _ 


weſt extremity of Jreland, which we were 
ſteering for. We ſincerely congratulated 


each other, making no doubt, but that if : 


the wind continued we ſhould be in ſafety 
and plenty the next day. The ſmall re- 
mainder of our brandy (which was reduced 
to little more than a pint) was, by the Cap- 
tain's orders diftributed amongſt us; he 


adding at the ſame time, We ſhall foon FM 


have brandy enough.” We likewiſe eat 
up the reſidue of our bread, for joy of 
this welcome ſight, and were in the con- 
dition of men ſuddenly reprieved from 
death. While we were thus alert, the 
mate with a graver tone than the reſt, 
ſunk our ſpirits by faying, that „ he 
wiſhed it might prove land at laſt.” If 
one of the common failors had firſt ſaid ſo, 
I know not but the reſt would have beat 
him for raiſing ſuch an unreaſonable doubt. 
It brought on, however, warm debates and 
diſputes whether it was land or no; but 
the caſe was ſoon unanſwerably decided, 
for the day was advancing faſt, and in a 
RR > _s 
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little time, one of our fancied iſlands be. 


gan to grow red, from the approach of the _ 
un which ſoon aroſe juſt under it. Ina 
word, we had been prodigal of our bread 


and brandy too haſtily ; our land was 


literally in nubibus, nothing but clouds, 


and in half an hour more the whole ap- 


pearance was diſſipated. — Sea-men have 


often known deceptions of this fort, but 


in our extremity we were very loath to be 


undeceived. However, we comforted our- - 
ſelves that though we could not ſee the 


land, yet we ſhould ſoon, the wind hitherto 


continuing fair; but alas, we were de- 
prived of this hope likewiſe 1 — That very 


day our fair wind ſubſided into a calm, 
and the next morning the gales ſprung 
vp from the ſouth eaſt, directly againſt 


us, and continued ſo "I more than a 


fortnight afterwards. The ſhip was fo 
wrecked, that we were obliged to keep 
the wind always on the broken ſide, 


unleſs the whether was quite moderate: 


thus we were driven by the wind fixing 


in that quarter, ſtill further from our port, 


to the northward of all Jreland, as far as 
the Lewis or weſtern iſlands of Scotland, 


but a long way to the weſtward. In a word, 
our ſtation was ſuch, as deprived us of 
any 


16x 


any hope of being relieved © age: 1 5 
ſels: it may indeed be queſtioned whe- 
ther our ſhip was not in the very firſt that 
had been in that part of the om at * 
ſame ſeaſon of the year. | 
Proviſions now began to grow very 
ſhort; the half of a ſalted cod was a day's - 
ſubſiſtence for twelve people; we had 
plenty of freſh water, but not a drop * 
ſtronger liquor; no bread, hardly a 
clothes, and very cold weather. We had 
inceſſant labour with the pumps, to keep 
the ſhip above water. Much labour and 
little food waſted us faſt, and one man 
died under the hardſhip. Let our ſuffer- 
ings were light in compariſon of our juſt . 


fears; we could not afford: this bare al- 5 


lowance much longer, but had a terrible 
proſpe& of being either ſtarved to death, 
or reduced to feed upon one another. Our 
expectations grew darker every day, and 
T1 had a further trouble peculiar to myſelf. 
The Captain, whoſe temper was quite 

ſoured by diſtreſs, was hourly reproaching 
me (as I formerly obſerved) as the ſole 
cauſe of the calamity, and was confident 
that if I was thrown over- board (and not 
otherwiſe) they ſhould be preſerved from 
death. He did not intend to make the 


E 15 experiment, 
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experiment, but the continual repetition of 
this in my ears gave me much uneaſineſs, 
| eſpecially as my conſcience ſeconded his 
words, I thought it very probable that all 
that had befallen us was on my account, 
I was, at laſt, found out by the powerful 
hand of God and condemned in my own 

breaſt, However, proceeding in the me- 
thod I have deſcribed, we began to con- 
ceive hopes greater than all our fears, 
eſpecially when at the time we were 
ready to give up all for loſt, and deſpair 
was taking place in every countenance, 
we ſaw the wind come about to the very 
point we wiſhed it, ſo as beft to ſuit that 
broken part of the ſhip which muſt be 
kept out of the water, and to blow ſo gen- 
tle as our few. remaining fails could. bear ; 
and thus it continued without any obſer- 
vable alteration or increaſe, though at an 
_ unſettled time of the year, till we once 
more were called up to ſee the land, and 
were convinced that it was land indeed. 
We ſaw the iſland Tory, and the next day 
anchored in Lough Silly in Ireland ; this 
was the eighth of April, juſt four weeks 
after the damage we ſuſtained from the ſea. 
When we came into this port our very 
laſt victuals were * in the pot, and 
before 
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before we had been an two Ana the 
wind, which ſeemed to have been provi- 
dentially reſtrained till we were in a place 

of ſafety, began to blow with great vio- 

| lence, ſo that if we had continued at ſea 
that night in our ſhattered enfeebled con- 
dition, we muſt in all human appearance, 
have gone to the bottom. About this 
time I began to know that there is a God 
that hears and anſwers prayer. How 
many times has he appeared for me ſince 
this great deliverance : :—yet, alas! how 
diſtruſtful and ungrateful is my heart unto 
this hour. | 


I am, dear Sir, 


Your. obliged humble fervant. 


* 
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1 HAVE brought my BYE Lanny» 
the time of my arrival in Ireland 1748; 

but before I proceed I would look back 
a little, to give you ſome farther account 
of the ſtate of my mind, and how far 1 
was helped againſt * inward difficulties, 
which beſet me, at the time I had many 
outward hardſhips to ſtruggle with. The 
ſtraits of hunger, cold, wearineſs, and 
the fears of ſinking and ſtarving, I 
ſhared in common with others; but be- 
* fides theſe, I felt a heart-bitterneſs, which 
was properly my own; no one on board 
but myſelf being impreſſed with any ſenſe 
of the hand of God in our danger and de- 
hverance, at leaſt not awakened to any 
concern for their ſouls. | No temporal dif- 
penſations can reach the heart, unleſs the 
Lord himſelf applies them. My compa- 
nions in danger were either quite unaf- 
fected, or ſoon forgot it all, but it was not 
ſo with me: not chat 1 was any wiſer or 


better : 


1 5 
better than they, but becauſe the Lord 
was pleaſed to vouchſafe me peculiar mer- 


cy, otherwiſe I was the moſt unlikely per- 


ſon: in the ſhip to receive an impreſſion, 
having been often before quite ſtupid and 
hardened in the very face of great dangers, . 
and always to this time had hardened 
my neck ſtill more and more after every 
reproof.— ] can ſee no reaſon, why the 
Lord fingled me out for mercy but this, 
ce that ſo it ſeemed good to him;” un- 
leſs it was to ſhew, by one aſtoniſhing in- 
ſtance, that with him „ nothing is im- 
po ffir. 8 
There were no perſons on board, to 
whom T could open myſelf with freedom 
concerning the ſtate of my ſoul, none 


from whom I could aſk advice. As wn. 


books, I had a New Teſtament, Stanhope 
already mentioned, and a volume of 
Biſhop Beveridge's ſermons, one of which 
upon our Lord's paſſion affeted me much. 


In peruſing the New Teftament, I wass 
ſtruck © with ſeveral paſſages, particularly + 


that of the fig-tree, Luke xiii. The caſer 
of St. Paul, 1 Tim. i. but particularly the 
Prodigal, Luke xv. a caſe I thought that 
had never been ſo nearly exemplified, as 
by myſelf — and then the goodneſs of the 

| - "8 fler 
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father in [receiving nay, in running to 


meet ſuch a ſon, and this intended only 
to illuſtrate the Lord's goodneſs to return 


ing ſinners — this gained upon me: I 


continued much in prayer: I ſaw that 
- the Lord had interpoſed /o far to ſave 
me, and I hoped he would do _ 
The outward circumſtances helped i 
this place, to make me ſtill more Said 


and earneſt in crying to him, who alone 


could relieve me; and ſometimes I thought 
I could be content to die even for want of 


food, ſo 1 might but die a believer. 
Thus far I was anſwered, that before we 


arrived in Treland J had a ſatisfactory evi- 
dence in my own mind of the truth of the 


goſpel, as conſidered in itſelf, and its 


exact ſuitableneſs to anſwer all my needs. 


I ſaw that, by the way they were pointed 


out, God might declare not his mercy 
only, bur his juſtice alſo, in the pardon of 


fin, on the account of the obedience and 


ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt. My judgment, 
at that time, embraced the ſublime doc- 


trine of God manifeſt in the fleſh, re- 
conciling the world to himſelf.” I had 

no idea of thoſe fyſtems, which allow the 
Saviour no higher honour than that of an 
npper ſervant, or, at the moſt, a 96a 


[wr]. 


1 ſtood in need of an Almi ghty Savi- 
our, and ſuch a one I Fey deſcribed 


in the Nero Teſtament. Thus far the 


Lord had wrought a marvellous thing; 
I was no longer an infidel ; T heattily re- 


nounced ray former profaneneſs, and I had 


taken up ſome right notions, was ſeriouſly 
diſpoſed, and fſincetely touched with a 


ſouſe of the undeſerved mercy. I had re- 
ceived, in being brought ſafe through ſo _ 


many dangers. I was ſorry for my paſt 


miſ. ſpent life, and purpoſed an immediate 
reformation : I was quite freed from the 


habit of ſwearing, which ſeemed to have 


been deeply rooted in me, as a ſecond 
nature. Thus to all e. I was a 


new man. 

But though 1 cannot. doubt. that this 
change, ſo far. as it, prevailed, was 
wrought by the fpirit and power of God, 
yet ſtill I was greatly deficient in many 
| reſpects. I was in ſome degree affected 


with. a ſenſe. of my. more enormous ſins, - 


but J was little aware of the innate evils 


of my heart. I had no apprehenſion of 
the ſpirituality and extent of the law of 


God: the hidden life of a chriſtian, as it 
conſiſts in communion with God by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and a continual dependence on 


him 


4 4 
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him for ' hourly. ſupplies / of wiſdom, 
ſtrength, and comfort, was a myſtery of 
which I had as yet no knowledge. I ac- 

| knowledged the Lord's mercy in pardon- 

ing what was "paſt, but depended chiefly | 
upon my own reſolution to do better for 
the time to come. I had no chriſtian 
friend or faithful miniſter to adviſe me, 
that my ſtrength was no more than my 
righteouſneſs ; and though I ſoon began 
to. inquire for ſerious books, yet, not 
having ſpiritual diſcernment, I frequently 
made a wrong choice, and I was not 
brought in the way of evangelical preach- 
ing or converſation (except the few times 
when I heard but underſtood not) for fix 
years after this period. Thoſe things the 

Lord was pleaſed to diſcover to me 

gradually. I learnt them here a little 


and there a little, by my own painful 


experience, at a diſtance from the com- 
mon means and ordinances, and in the 
midſt of the fame courſe of evil com- 
pany and bad examples I had been con- 
verſant with for ſome time. From this 
period I could no more make a mock 
at ſin, or jeſt with holy things; I no more 
queſtioned the 'truth of ſcripture, or loſt 
a ſenſe of the rebukes of conſcience. 


T here- 5 
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T bereſore 1 conſider this as the N 
ning of my return to God, or rather f 
his return to me; but I cannot conſider 
myſelf to have been a believer (in the full 
ſenſe of the word) till a INN time 

afterwards. : © 

I have cold you that in | the time af our 
diſtreſs, we had freſh water in abundance; 
this was a conſiderable relief to us, 
eſpecially as our ſpare diet was moſtly 
ſalt fiſn, without bread. We drank plen- 
tifully, and were not afraid of wanti 
water, yet our ſtock of this likewiſe 
was much nearer to an end than we ex- 
pected: we ſuppoſed that we had fix 
large butts of water on board, and it was 
well that we were ſafe arrived in Treland 
before we diſcovered that five of them 
were empty, having been removed out 
of their places and ſtove by the violent 
agitation, when the ſhip was full of water. 
If we had found this out while we were 
at ſea, it would have greatly heightened 
our diſtreſs, as we muſt have drank more 
ſparingly. 

While the lap was 1 at kiſs 
Silly, I repaired to Londonderry. I lodged 
at an exceeding good houſe, where I was 
treated with much kindneſs, and ſoon 
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recruited my health and- ſtrength. I was 


now a ſerious profeſſor, went twice a day 


to the prayers at church, and determined 
to receive the facrament the next oppor- 


tunity. A few days before I Genified 


my intention to the miniſter, as the rubric 
directs; but I found this practice was 
grown obſolete. At length the day came: 
I aroſe very early, was very particular 


and earneſt in my private devotion, and, 


with the greateſt ſolemnity, engaged my- 
ſelf to be the Lord's for ever, and only 
his. This was not a formal, but a ſincere 
ſurrender, under a warm fone of mercies 
recently received; and yet, for want of a 
better knowledge of myſelf and the 
ſubtilty of Satan's temptations, I was ſe- 
duced to forget the vows of God that 

were upon me. Upon the whole, though 
my views of the goſpel falvation were 
very indiſtinct, I experienced a peace and 


ſatisfaction in the ordinance that day, 


to which J had been hitherto a perfect 


ſtranger. | 


The: next day 1 was „ 


Mayor of the city and ſome other gen- 


tlemen a ſhooting; 1 climbed up a ſteep 


bank, and pulling 1 fowlüng- piece after 


me 


E 15 


me, as 1 held it in a perpendicular direc- 
tion, it went off ſo near my face as to 
burn away the corner of my hat. Thus, 
when we think ourſelves in the greateſt 
ſafety, we are no leſs expoſed to danger 

than when all the elements ſeem con- 
ſpiring to deſtroy us. The Divine Pro- 
vidence, which is ſufficient to deliver us 
in our utmoſt extremity, is equally ne- 
ceſſary to our preſervation in the moſt 
peaceful ſituation. 

During our ſtay in breland: 1 wrote 
home. The veſſel I was in had not been 
heard of for eighteen months, and was 
given up for loſt long before. My father 
had no more expectation of hearing that 
I was alive, but he received my letter a 
few days before he left London. — He was 
Juſt going Governor of York Fort, in Hud- 
ſon's Bay, from whence he never returned. 
He ſailed before I landed in England, or 
he had purpoſed to take me with him; 
but God defigning otherwiſe, one hin- 
drance or other delayed us in Jreland till 
it was too late. I received two or three 
affectionate letters from him, but I never 
nad the pleaſure of ſeeing him more. 1 
had hopes, that in three years more I 
ould have had an 8 of * 
| 18 
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his 3 for the uneaſineſs my dif- 
obedience had given him; but the ſhip, 
that was to have brought him home, 
came without him. According to the 
beſt accounts we received, he was ſeized 
with the cramp, when bathing, and 
drowned a little before her arrival in the 
Bay. — Excuſe this digreſſion. | | 
My father, willing to contribute all in 
his power to my ſatisfaction, paid a viſit 
before his departure to my friends in 
Kent, and gave his conſent to the union 
which had been ſo long talked of. Thus, 
when I returned to , I found I. 
had only the conſent of one perſon to 
obtain: with her I as yet ſtood at as 
great an uncertainty as on the firſt day I 
ſaw her. LEY: 
I arrived at — the latter end of 
May 1748, „ ſame day that my 
father failed from the Nore, but found 
the Lord had provided me another father 
in the gentleman whoſe: ſhip had brought 
me home. He received me with great 
tenderneſs, and the ſtrongeſt expreſſions 
of friendſhip and aſſiſtance; yet not more 
than he has ſince made good: for to him, 
as the inſtrument of God's goodneſs, I 
owe my all. Vet it would not have been 
. 1 in 


4. 


0 the power even of this: Rin to * 


ſerved me effectually, if the Lord had not 


met with me on my way home, as J have 


related. Till then I was like the man 


poſſeſſed with the legion. No. arguments, 


no perſuaſion, no views of intereſt, no 
remembrance of the paſt, or regard to 
the future, could have conſtrained me 
within the bounds of common prudence. 


But now I was in ſome meaſure reſtored 
to my ſenſes. My friend immediately 


offered me the command of a ſhip; which, | 


upon mature conſideration, I declined 
for the preſent. I had been hitherto al- 
ways unſettled and careleſs, and. therefore 


thought I had better make another voyage 


firſt, and learn to obey and acquire a 
farther inſight and experience in buſineſs, 
before I ventured to undertake ſuch a 
charge. The mate of the veſſel I came 


home in, was preferred to the command 


of ua new ſhip, and I engaged to go in 
the ſtation of mate with him. I made a 
ſhort viſit to London, &c. which did not 
tully anſwer my views. I had but one 


opportunity of ſeeing Mrs, , of 


which I availed myſelf very little, for I 
was always exceeding awkward in plead- 
wg my own cauſe, Viva voce, — But after 

* 


——— — Pan 


* 
——̃ wmÜ̃ u' 


% a 
” 
— 2 . — 
— —— marketer — a” — 1m ———— . 8 - 

3 5 — — - Hera — - _ 9 

———— 31. . eine — — ; 
. of 2 - — . - + 
2 -» —— _ ho 
- COS 2 q — 2 — a |< _ — N = 5 =_ _ = 
* * _ a Mt — RT 3 on he — — . = 85 — * 2 

. is os ee FI oe om oe Z 

2 2 7 Foo meg r e jo =: Pe SSD -— = 
b - — _y — 1 1 —— - — 


— — —————— — — —— Bo iS * I 

= — a. wo — # 2 — det — uns 
_—_ D db 5 2 * » > AE wr * Mu 
OWNERS 5 9 2 r 


—— 


” 
ont ber —[ᷣ„6 2 —ä 
—— — om. AA oe 


P—_— TO een — ———— BR Bs 
— — _— — * —— 


[TONY 
8 
TO NT ITE 
— — 
— 


EE, 
— 8 
2 
— 6 — — — 


- —— - — = = 3 
df 2 n = 
- 8 7 3 > = = 
© _ f = — tt — = - _ 
bl -- — o — * -- — - — — — — - - — 
As - a _— = = = by AS — 
> 5 * = R pal are; naw ne" — 2 _ 2 — — — - — — pa =_— — — 
r — — N — — the ceo ee - = — . — 
— — tm yp — — — — — 3 — — — — 


— 


ot l 
5 8 — 
- | * rr . gence — 
a 4 — —— FRY 0. 22 — 12 — 5 23 In | 
5 es — ů — — — IR — — - —— = a 4 — " 
- p = - > = — 8 ” - n l — — 
ju ru - r — * — 1 o m — „ ———— a "o_ IS 
* 3 * 212 > — 9 * — 8 I ' "= — — Droties 
IE CEE 9 - ISS 5 2 P 7 l SYS LEP" 4 8 — 3 — p i vn — — — —— — 1 — — . 
rw. 5 g & 7 — — : . - — A a a * * — —— : — * — "ag I we — — 
N 2 © - 2 7 u enn Y 2 — INES 2 * DF ES — ITS Ine * * 8 5 0 
< Þ 
1 


— 2 
4-1 —— 


— 


303 

4 

it 

i 

i 

\ Hy 

4 

1 JS 

J AJ 

31x 
17 5 

4 "4 

4 

— 

We 

* 1 

i 8 

if 

1 

8 

1 

'' 

161 li 

* 

11 


— 


- i 9 
* Ele ö Ne A+ —ͤ—ͤ— — — 
n * 
— 3 rr 
* 


my return to L. 
in ſuch a manner, by letter, that ſhe 
could not avoid (unleſs I had greatly miſ- _ 


5 


i] put the queſtion | 


taken her) coming to ſome ſort of an ex- 
planation. Her anſwer (though penned 
with abundance of caution) ſatisfied me, 


as I collected from it, that ſhe was free 


from any other engagement, and not un- 


willing to wait the event of. the voyage I 


had undertaken. I ſhould be aſhamed to 
trouble you with theſe little details, " you 
had not yourſelf deſired me. 


1 am, 


Your's &. 


— 6 U 


JANUARY 20, 1763. 


LETTER | 
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LETTER X. 


' DEAR SIR, 


Mr connections with os affairs have 
often led me to think, that the varie- 
ties obſervable in chriſtian experience 
may be properly illuſtrated from the cir- 
cumſtances of a voyage. Imagine to 
yourſelf a number of veſſels, at different 
times, and from different places, bound 
to the ſame port; there are ſome things 
in which all theſe would agree, — the com- 
paſs ſteered by the port in view, the ge- 
neral rules of navigation, both as to the 
management of the veſſel and determin- 
ing their aſtronomical obſervation, would 
be the ſame in all. In other reſpects 
they would differ: perhaps no two of 
them would meet with the ſame diſtribu- 
tion of winds and weather. Some we ſee 
ſet out with a proſperous gale, and, when 
they almoſt think their paſſage ſecured, 
they are checked by adverſe blaſts; and, 
after enduring much * and — 
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and frequent 3 of ſhipwreck, 
they juſt eſcape .and reach the deſired 
haven : others meet the greateſt difficul- 
ties at firſt, they put forth in a ſtorm, 
and are often beaten back ; at length 


their voyage proves favourable, and they 


enter the port with a apopopia, a rich 
and abundant entrance. Some are hard 
beſet with cruizers and enemies, and obli- 
ged to fight their way through'; others 

meet with little remarkable in their paſ- 
ſage. Is it not thus in the ſpiritual 


life? All true believers walk by the ſame 


rule, and mind the ſame things. The 
word of God is their compaſs, Jeſus is 
both their polar ſtar, and their ſun of 
righteouſneſs; their hearts and faces are 
all ſet Sion ward. Thus far they are as one 


body, animated by one ſpirit, yet their 
experience, formed upon theſe common 


principles, is far from uniform: the 


Lord in his firſt call, and his following 


diſpenſations, has a regard to the ſitu- 
ation, temper, talents of each, and to the 


particular ſervices or trials he has ap- 


pointed them for. Though all are exer- 
ciſed at times, yet ſome paſs through the 


voyage of life much more ſmoothly than 


others. But he, * who walks upon the 
155 « wings 


vir Þ- 
« wings of the wind, and meaſures: he | 
ec waters in the hollaw of his hand,” will 
not ſuffer any, of whom he has once taken 
charge, to periſh in the ſtorms, though, 
for a ſeaſon, perhaps, many of them are 
ready to give up all hopes. | 
We mult not, therefore, make the ex- 
perience of others, in all reſpects, a rule . 
to ourſelves, nor our own a rule to others: 
yet theſe are common miſtakes, and pro- 
ductive of many more. As to myſelf, 
every part of my caſe has been extraordi- 
nary — 1 have hardly met a ſingle inſtance 
reſembling it. Few, very few, have been 
recovered from ſuch a dreadful ſtate : and 
the few that have been thus favoured, 
have generally paſſed through the moſt 
ſevere convictions ; 'and, after the Lord 
has given them peace, their future lives 
have been uſually more zealous, bright, 
and exemplary than common. Now, as 
on the one hand, my convictions were 
very moderate, and far below what might 
have been expected from the dreadful re- 
view I had to make; ſo, on the other, my 
firſt beginnings in a religious courſe were 
as faint as can be well imagined. I never 
knew that ſeaſon alluded to, Jer. ii. 2. 
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' firſt love. Who would not expect to 


hear that, after ſuch a wonderful un- 


hoped for deliverance as I had received, 


and, after my eyes were- in ſome meaſure. 
enlightened to ſee things aright, I ſhould 
immediately cleave to the Lord and his 


ways with full purpoſe of heart, and 


conſult. no more with fleſh and blood? 


But, alas! it was far atherwiſe with me; J 
had learned to pray, I ſet ſome value upon 


the word of God, and was no longer a 


libertine, but my ſoul till cleaved to the 
. duſt, Soon after my departure from 
I.. I began to intermit, and grow 


flack in waiting upon the Lord: I grew 
vain and trifling in my converſation ; and 
though my heart ſmote me often, yet my 


armour was gone, and I declined. falt : 


and by the time we arrived at Guinea, I 
ſeemed to have forgotten all the Lord's 
mercies and my own engagements, and 


was (profaneneſs excepted) almoſt as bad 


as before, The enemy prepared a train of 
temptations, and I became his eaſy prey 
and for about a month he lulled me 
aſleep in a courſe of evil, of which, a few 


months before, I could not have ſuppoſed 


myſelf any longer capable. How much 


propricty is there in che "_ s advice, 
« Take 


| e 
« Take heed leſt any of you. be. hardened. 
through the deceitfulneſs of ſin.“ O. 
who can be ſufficiently upon their guard 
Sin firſt deceives, and then it hardens; 
1 was. now faſt bound in chains; I had 
little deſire, and no power at all to recover 
myſelf. I could not but at times reflect 
how it was with me; but, if I attempted 
to ſtruggle with it, it was in vain. I was 
juſt like Samſon, when he ſaid, © I will go 
forth and ſhake, myſelf. as at other times, 
but the Lord Was departed, and he 
found himſelf helpleſs, in the hands of 
his enemies. By the remembrance of 
this interval, the Lord has often inſtructed 
me ſince, what a poor creature I àm 
in myſelf, incapable of ſtanding a ſingle 
hour, without continual freſh. — L 
of ſtrength and grace from the e 
head. 

5% length, the Lord, a mercies. are 
infinite, interpoſed in my behalf. My 
bpſineſs, in this voyage, while upon the 
coaſt, was to ſail from place to place in 
the Jong boat, to purchaſe ſlaves. The 
ſhip was at Sierra Leon, and I then at the 
f Plantanes, the ſcene of my former cap- 
tivity, where every thing I ſaw might 
ſeem to remind me of my ingratitude. I 
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Was in eaſy circumſtances, courted by 
| thoſe who formerly deſpiſed me. The 
ume trees I had planted were growing tall, 
and promiſed fruit the following year, 
againſt; which time I had expectations of 
returning with a ſhip of my o -n. But 
none of "theſe things affected me, till, as 1 
have ſaid, the Lord again interpoſed to 
fave me. He viſited me with à violent 
fever, which broke the fatal chain, and 
once more brought me to myſelf. But oh, 
what a proſpect! I thought myſelf now 
ſummoned away — My paſt dangers and 
deliverances, my earneſt prayers in the 
time of trouble, my ſolemn vows before 
the Lord at his table, and my ungrateful 
returns for all his goodneſs, were all pre- 
ſent to my mind at once. Then I began 
to wiſh that the Lord had ſuffered me to 
ſink into the ocean, when I firſt beſought 
his mercy. For a little while, I concluded 
the door of hope to be quite ſhut; but 
this ' continued not long: Weak, and 
almoſt delirious, I aroſe from my bed, and 
crept to a retired part of the iſland; and 
here 1 found a renewed liberty to pray. 
Jdurſt make no more reſolves, but caſt 
myſelf before the Lord, to do with me as 
he. ould Pleaſe. I do not * 
that 


ln 
that any particular text or remarkable : 
diſcovery was preſented to my mind; but 
in general I was enabled to hope and be- 
lieve in a crucified Saviour. The burden 
was removed from my conſcience, and 
not only my peace, but my. health was 
reſtored; I cannot - ſay inſtantaneouſly, 
but 1 revaverad from that hour, and ſo 
faſt, that when I returned to the ſhip, 
two days afterwards, I was perfectly well 
before I got on board. And from that 
time, I truſt, I have been delivered from 
the power and dominion of ſin; though, 
as to the effects and conflicts of fin dwel- 
_ ling in me, I ſtill “ groan, being bur- 
dened. I now began. again to wait 
upon the Lord, and though I have often 
grieved his ſpirit, and fooliſhly wandered 
from him ſince (when, alas, ſhall I be 
more wiſe!) yet his powerful grace has 
hitherto preſerved me from ſuch black 
declenſions as this I have laſt recorded; 
and I humbly truſt in his mercy and 
promiſes, that he will be my Gu and 
guard to the end. 

My leiſure hours in this voyage were 
chiefly employed in learning the Latin 
language, which I had now entirely for- 
got. This deſire took place from an imi- 
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tation I had ſeen of one of Horace's Odes 


in a magazine. I began the attempt un- 
der the greateſt difadvantages poſſible ; 
for 1 pitched upon a poet, perhaps the 
moſt difficult of the poets, even Horace 
himſelf, for my firſt book. I had picked 
up an old Engliſb tranſlation of him, 
which, with Caſtalio Latin Bible, were 


all my helps. I forgot a Dictionary, but 


I would not therefore give up my pur- 
poſe. I had the edition in ſum Delphint, 
and by comparing the Odes with the 1n- 
terpretation, and tracing the words, 1 
could ' underſtand from one place to ano- 


ther, by the index, with the aſſiſtance I 


could get from the Latin Bible: im this 
way by dint of hard induſtry, often 


_ waking when I might have ſlept, I made 


ſome progreſs before I returned, and not 
only underſtood the' ſenſe and meaning 
of many Odes, and ſome of the Epiſtles, 


but began to reliſh the beauties of the 
compoſition, and acquired a ſpice of what 


Mr. Law calls claffical enthuſiaſm. And, 
indeed, by this means I had Horace. more 
ad unguem than ſome who are maſters of 
the Latin tongue: for my helps were fo 
few wn I generally had the paſſage fixed 

in 


n 
in my memory, before 1 could fully un- 
derſtand its meaning. 

My buſineſs in the long-boat, during . 
eight months we were upon the coaſt, 
expoſed me to innumerable dangers and 
perils, from burning ſuns, and chilling 
dews, winds, rains, and thunder-ſtorms, 
in the open boat; and on ſhore, from 
long journeys through the woods and the 
temper of the natives, who are, in many 
places cruel, treacherous, and watching 
opportunities for miſchief. Several boats 
in the ſame time were cut off; ſeveral 
white men poiſoned, and, in my own. 
boat, I buried fix or ſeven people with 
fevers. When going on ſhore, or return- 
ing from it, in their little canoes, I have 
been more than once or twice overſet, by 
the violence of the ſurf, or beach of the 
ſea, and brought to land half dead, (for 1 
could not ſwim). An account of ſuch 
eſcapes, as I till remember, would ſwell 
to ſeveral ſheets, and many more I have 
perhaps forgot; I ſhall only {elect one 
Inſtance, as a ſpecimen of that wonderful 
providence, which watched over me for 
good, and which, I doubt not, you will 
think worthy of notice. 


1 When 
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When our trade was finiſhed, and we 
were near failing to the Weſt Indies, the 
only remaining ſervice I had to perform 
in the boat, was to aſſiſt in bringing the 
wood and water from the ſhore. We 
were then at Rio Caſtors. I uſed to go 
into the river in the afternoon, with the 
ſea breeze, procure my loading in the 
evening, and return on board in the 
morning with the land-wind. Several of 
theſe little voyages F had made, but the 
boat was grown old, and almoſt unfit 
for uſe. This Jerview, likewiſe, was almoſt 
completed. One day, having dined on 
board, I was preparing to return to the 
river, as formerly; I had taken leave of 
the Captain, received his - orders, was 
ready in the. boat, and juſt going to put 
off, as we term it, that is, to let go our 
ropes, and fail from the ſhip. In that 
inſtant, the Captain came up from the 
cabin, and called me on board again 
I went, expecting further orders; but 
he ſaid he had took it in bis. bead (as 
he phraſed it) that I ſhould remain 
that day in the ſhip, and accordingly 
ordered another man to go in my room. 
| was ſurprized at this, as the boat had 
never been ſent away without me before; 
and 
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and aſked him the reaſon ; he could give 
me no reaſon, but as above: that ſo he 
would have it. Accordingly, the boat 
went without me, but returned no more. 
She ſunk that night in the river, and 
the perſon who had ſupplied my place 
was drowned. I was much ſtruck when 
we received news of the event the next 
morning. The Captain himſelf, though 
quite a ſtranger to religion, ſo far as to 


deny a particular providence, could not 


help, being affected; but he declared, 


that he had no other reaſon for coun- 


termanding me at that time, but that 


it came ſuddenly into his mind to de- 


tain me. I wonder I omitted this in 


my eight letters, as I have always thought 55 


it one of the moſt tee eee eircum- 
ſtances 3 in =P; life, 17151 
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Your rumble ſervant. 
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' DEAR em, ng, eech b. etch cow 


A FEW diy I OR 12 Was- We n- 
derfully ſaved. Boer. an unforeſeen danger, 
we ſailed- for Antigua; and from thenee 
proceeded to Charlies - Town, in South 

Carolina. In this Place there are many 
ſerious people, But 1 knew not how to 
find them ont ; indeed J was not aware 
of a difference; but ſoppoſed- that all 
who attended public worſhip were good 
chriſtians. I was as much in the dark 
about preaching, not doubting but what- 
ever came from the pulpit muſt be very 
good. I had two or three opportunities 
of hearing a diffenting miniſter, named 
Smith, who, by what I have known ſince, 
1 believe to have been an excellent and 

powerful preacher of the goſpel; and 
there was ſomething in his manner that 
ſtruck me, but I did not rightly under- 
ſtand him. The beſt words that men 
can ſpeak are ineffectual, till explained 
AP PIT 3 and 
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| and applied by the ſpirit of God, Who 
alone can open the heart. It pleaſed the 
Lord for ſome time, that I ſhould learn 


no more than what he enabled me to 
collect from my own experience and re- 
flection. My conduct was now very in- 


conſiſtent almoſt every day, when bu- 


ſineſs would permit, 1 uſed to retire. into 
the woods and fields (for theſe when at 


hand have always been my favourite ora- 


tories) and, I truſt, I began to taſte. the 
ſweets of communion with God in the ex- 
erciſes of prayer and praiſe, and yet 1 
frequently ſpent the evening in vain and 


worthleſs company ; indeed, my reliſh for 


worldly diverſions was much weakened, 


and I was rather a ſpectator than a ſharer 


in their pleaſures, but I did not as yet 


ſee the neceſſity of an abſolute forbear- 
ance. Yet, as my compliance with cuſ- 


tom and company was chiefly owing to 
want of light rather than to an obſtinate 


attachment, and the Lord was pleaſed to 


preſerve me from what I knew Was ſinful, 
I had, for the moſt part, peace of con- 


ſcience, and my ſtrongeſt defires were 
towards the things of God. As yet 
knew not the force of that precept, ab- 


Wi from all appearance of evil, but 


EX £5 very 


* ; 
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very often ventured upon the brink f 
temptation; but the Lord was gracious | 
to my weakneſs, and would not ſuffer 
the enemy to prevail againſt me. I did 
not break with the world at once (as 
might in my caſe- have been expected) 
but I was gradually led to fee the incon- 
venience and folly of one thing after ano- 
ther, and, when I ſaw it, the Lord ſtrength- 
ened me to give it up. But it was ſome 
years before I was ſet quite at liberty 
from occaſional compliances in many 
things in which, at this time, I durſt by 
no means allow myſelf. 
We finiſned our voyage, and arrived 
in I —. When the ſhip's affairs 
were ſettled 1 went to London, and from 


thence (as you may ſuppoſe) I, ſoon FR 


Paired to Kent. More than ſeven years 
were now elapſed ſince my firſt viſit. No 
views of the kind could ſeem more chi- 
merical, or could ſubſiſt under greater 
diſcouragements than mine had done, 
yet, through the over-ruling goodneſs of 
God, while I ſeemed abandoned to my- 
felf, and blindly following my own head- 
ſtrong paſſions, I was guided by a hand 
chat 1 knew not, to the accompliſnment 
ef my wiſhes, Every obſtacle was now 
WD | removed : 


removed : I had renounced my former- 
follies, my. intereſt . was eſtabliſned, and 
friends on all ſides conſenting the point 
was now entirely between ourſelves, and 
after what had paſt, was eaſily concluded. 
Accordingly, our hands were en 
on the firſt of February 17 50. f 
The ſatisfaction I have found in this | 
union, you will ſuppoſe. has been greatly 
heightened, by reflection on the former 
diſagreeable contraſts I had paſſ | through, 
and the views I have had f the fingular 
mercy and providence of 1 rap Wn 
bringing it to paſs. If you pleaſe to look 
back to the beginning of my ſixth letter, 
(page 84) I doubt not but you will allow, 
that few perſons have known more, either 
of the miſery or happineſs, of which 
human life (as conſidered in itſelf) is 
capable. How eaſily, at a time of life 
when 1 was ſo little capable of judging, 
(but a few, months more than ſeventeen) 


might my affections have been fixed where ; 5 


they could have met with no return, or 
where ſucceſs would have been the heavieſt 
diſappointment. The long delay I met 
with was likewiſe a mercy; for had I ſuc- 
ceeded a year or two ſooner, before the 
Toy was Pleaſed, to, Chang: my heart, 
F 8 We 
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we muſt have been mutually unhappy; 
even as to the preſent life. “ Surely 
« mercy and goodneſs have en me 
all my days. 
But, alas !- I ſoon begab to feel thar my 
heart was. ſtill hard and ungrateful to the 
God of my life. This crowning mercy, 
which raiſed me to all I could aſk or wiſh 
in a temporal view, and which ought to 
have been an animating motive to obedi- 
ence and praiſe had a contrary ' effet, — 
I reſted in the gift and forgot the giver. 
My poor narrow heart was /atigied—A 
cold and careleſs frame, as to ſpiritual 
things, took place and gained ground 
daily. Happy for me the ſeaſon was 
advancing, and in June J received orders 
to repair to —. This rouſed me 
from my dream; 1 need not tell you, 
that I found the pains of abſence and ſepa- 
ration- fully proportioned to my preceding 
pleaſure. It was hard, very hard, to 
part, eſpecially. as eonfeience interfered, 
and ſuggeſted to me how little I deſerved 
that we ſhould be ſpared to meet again— | 
But the Lord ſupported me — 1 was 
a poor faint idolatrous creature, but 1 
had now ſome + acquaintance with the 
way of acceſs! to a #hrone of grace, * 
the 


51] 


the. blood of Jeſus, and Peace was ſoon 
reſtored to my conſcience. Yet, through 
all the following voyage, my irregular and 
exceſſive affections were as thorns in my 
eyes, and often made my other bleſſings 
taſteleſs and inſipid. But he who doth 
all things well, over-ruled this likewiſe 
for good. It became an occaſion of quick- 
ening me in prayer, both for her and my- 
ſelf; it increaſed my indifference for com- 
pany and amuſement; it habituated me 
ta: a kind of voluntary ſelf-denial, which 
] was afterwards Wade to EN to a 
| better hurgale.; -------- | | 
While I remained in England, we Cor- 
refjonded-evory poſt; and all the while 
I ufed} the ſea afterwards, I conſtantly 
kept up the practice of writing two or 
three times a week (if weather and buſi- 
neſs permitted) though no conveyance 
homeward offered for fix or eight months 
together. My packets were uſually heavy, 
and! as not one of them at any time miſ- 
carried, I have to the amount of near two 
hundred ſheets of paper now lying in my 
bureau of that correſpondence. I mention 
this little relief I had contrived to ſoften the 
intervals of abſence, becauſe it had a 
good effect beyond my firſt intention. It 


= habituated 
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habituated me to think and write upon a 
great variety of ſubjects, and I acquired, 
inſenſibly, a greater readineſs of expreſſing 
myſelf, than I ſhould have otherwiſe _- 
tained. As I gained more ground i 
religious knowledge, my letters Lebe 
more ſerious, and, at times, I {till find an 
advantage in looking them over, eſpe- 
cially as they remind me of many provi- 
dential incidents, and the ftate of my 
mind at different periods in theſe voyages, 
which would otherwiſe Ales en any 
memory. e 

I ſailed from L in Auguſt 17 50, 
commander of a good ſhip. I have no 
very extraordinary events to recount from 
this period, and ſhall therefore contract 
my memoirs, leſt I become tedious ; yet 
I am willing to give you a brief ſketch 
of my hiſtory down to 1755, the year of 
my ſettlement in my preſent ſituation. 
J had now the command and care of 
thirty perſons; IJ endeavoured to treat 
them with humanity, and to ſet them a 
good example; I likewiſe eſtabliſned pub- 
lic worſhip, according to the liturgy, twice 
every Lord's day, officiating myſelf. . Far- 
ther than this I did not proceed, while I 
continued in that employment. | 


Having 


1 

Having now much leiſure, 1 * 
the ſtudy of the Latin with good ſucceſs. 
remembered a Dictionary this voyage, 
and procured two or three other books; 
but ſtill it was my hap to chooſe the hard- 
eſt. I added Juvenal to Horace, and for 


proſe authors F pitched upon Livy, Cæſar, 
and Salluſt. You will eaſily conceive; 


Sir, that I had hard work to begin (where 5 


I ſhould have left off) with Horace and 
Livy. I was not aware of the difference 
of ſtyle; I had heard Livy highly com- 

mended, and was reſolved to underſtand. 


him. 1 began with the firſt page, an 5 


laid down a rule, which 1 ſeldom departed 
from, not to proceed to a ſecond period 
till J underſtood the firft, and ſo on. 1 
was often at a ſtand, but ſeldom diſcou- 
raged; here and there 1 found a few 
lines quite obſtinate, and was forced to 
break in upon my rule, and give them 
up, eſpecially as my edition had only. the 
text, without any notes to aſſiſt me. But 
there were not many ſuch; for, before the 
cloſe of that voyage, I could (with a 
few exceptions) read Livy from end to 
end, almoſt as readily as an Engith author. 
And 1 found in ſurmounting this diffi- 
cults; I had ſurmounted all in one, Other 


proſe 


1 

proſe authors, when they came in my 
way, coſt me little trouble. In ſhort, in 
the ſpace of two or three voyages I be- 
came tolerably acquainted with the beſt 
claſſics (I put all I have to ſay upon this 
ſubject together): I read Terence, Virgil, and 
ſeveral pieces of Cicero and the modern 
claſſics, Buchanan, Eraſmus, and Caſimir; 
at length I conceived a deſign of becom- 
ing Ciceronian myſelf, and thought it 
would - be a fine thing indeed to write 
pure and elegant Latin. — ] made ſome 
eſſays towards it, but by this time the 
Lord was pleaſed to draw me nearer to 
himſelf, and to give me a fuller view 
of the „f pearl of great price,” the in- 
eſtimable treaſure hid in the field of the 
holy ſcripture; and, for the ſake of this 
I was made willing to part with all my 
newly acquired riches. I began to think 
that life was too ſhort (eſpecially my 
life) to admit of leiſure for ſuch elabo- 
rate trifling. Neither poet nor hiſtorian 
could tell me a word of Jeſus, and I 
therefore applied myſelf to thoſe who 
could. The claſſics were at firſt reſtrained 
to one morning in the week, and at length 


quite laid aſide. I have not looked in 


8 6 theſe five years, and 1 ſuppoſe I 
; could 
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could not now well - underſtand him. 
Some paſſages in Horace and Virgil J ſtill 


admire; but they ſeldom come in my way. ug 


I prefer ' Buchanan's' pfalms to a, whole 
ſhelf of E/zevirs. — But thus much I have 
gained, and more than this I am not ſo- 
hcitous about, ſo much of the Latin as 
enables me to read any uſeful or curious 
book that is publiſhed- in that language. 
About the ſatrie time, and for the ſame 
reaſon that J quarrelled with Livy, I laid 
aſide the mathematics. —I found they not 
only coſt me much time, but engroſſed 
my thoughts too far: my head was literally 
full of /chemes. I was weary of cold con- 
templative truths, which can neither warm 
nor amend the heart, but rather tend to 
aggrandize ſelf. I found no traces of this 
wiſdom in the life of Je/us, or the writings 
of Paul. 1 do not regret that I have had 
ſome opportunities of knowing the firſt 
principles of theſe things, but I ſee much 
cauſe to praiſe the Lord that he inclined 
me to ſtop in time, and, whilſt 1 was 
« {pending my labours for that which is 
ce not bread,” was pleaſed to ſet before me 
ec wine and milk without money, and with- 
* Out price,” 4 

My 
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My firſt voyage was fourteen months, 
through various ſcenes: of danger and dif- 
ficulty, but nothing very remarkable; and 
as I intend to be more particular with 
regard to the ſecond, I ſhall only fay that 
was preſerved from every harm; and 
having ſeen many fall on my right hand 
and on my left, I was brought home in 5 
; pre: and. reſtored to where my: thoughts 
ad mn often directed November 25 17 _ 


Tam, 
- Your's, &c. 


JANUARY 22, 1763, 
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LETTER XI. 


„ >. 
DEAR SIR, | 

I aLMosT wiſh 1 could recall my laſt 
| ſheet, and retract my promiſe. I fear 
1 have engaged too far, and ſhall prove 
a mere egotiſt. What have I more that 
can deſerve your notice? However, it is 
ſome ſatisfaction that I am now writing 
to yourſelf only, and, I believe, you will 
have. candour to n what nothing but 
a ſenſe of your kindneſs could extort 
from me. 

Soon after the period where my laſt 
cloſes, that is, in the interval between my 
firſt and ſecond voyage after my marriage, 
I began to keep a ſort of diary, a practice 
which I have fince found of great uſe. 
had in this interval repeated proofs of 
the ingratitude and evil of my heart. RA 
life of eaſe, in the midſt of my friends, 
and the full ſatisfaction of my wiſhes, was 
not favourable to the progreſs of grace, 
and afforded cauſe of daily humiliation. 
Yet, upon the whar, I 8 ground. I 

| became 
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became acquainted with books, ch 
gave me a farther view of Chriſtian doc- 
trine and experience, particularly Scougal s 
Life of God in the Soul of Man, Hervey's 
' Meditations, and he Life of Colonel Gardner. 
As to preaching, I Ry none,. but 'of 
the common ſort, and had hardly an 
idea of any better; neither had I the 
ad vantage of chriſtian. acquaintance; I 
was. likewiſe greatly. hindered: by a cow- 
ardly reſerved ſpirit ; I was afraid of being 
thought preciſe, and, though I could not 
live without prayer, I durſt not propoſe 
it, even to my wife, till ſhe herſelf 
firſt put me upon it; ſo far was I from 
thoſe expreſſions of zeal and love; which 
ſeem ſo ſuitable to the caſe of one who 
has had much forgiven. In a few months 
the returning ſeaſon called me abroad 
again, and I Nr _ L—, in a 

new ſhip, July 17 
A ſea-faring 16 1 18 au axchibed 
from the benefit of public ordinances and 
chriſtian communion; but, as I have 
obſerved, my loſs upon theſe heads was 
at this time but ſmall. In other reſpects, 
I know not any calling that ſeems more 
favourable, or affords greater advantages 
to an awakened ind for promoting = 
| lite 
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| life of God in the "foul, eſperialiy "ton 


perſon who has the command of a ſhip, 
and thereby has it in his power to reſtrain 


groſs irregularities in others, and to dif- 


poſe of his own time; and ſtill more ſo 


in African voyages, as theſe ſhips carry a 


double proportion of men and officers to 


moſt others, which made my department 
very eaſy; and excepting the hurry of 


trade, &c. upon the coaſt, which is rather 
_ occaſional than conſtant, afforded me 
abundance of leiſure. To be at fea in 
theſe circumſtances, withdrawn out of the 
reach of innumerable temptations, with 
opportunity and a turn of mind diſpoſed 
to obſerve the wonders of God in the 
great deep, with the two nobleſt objects 


of ſight, the expanded heavens, and the 


expanded ocean continually in view, and 


where evident interpoſitions of Divine 
Providence, in anſwer to prayer, occur 


almoſt every day; theſe are helps to 
quicken and confirm the life of faith, 
which, in a good meaſure, ſupply to a 
religious ſailor the want of thoſe advan- 


tages which can be only enjoyed upon 
the ſhore. And, indeed, though my 


knowledge of ſpiritual things (as know- 
ledge is uſually 2 was, at this 


\ | time 
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time, very {mall, yet I ſometimes looked 


back with regret upon thoſe ſcenes. I 


never knew ſweeter or more frequent 
hours of divine communion. than in my 
two laſt voyages to Guinea, when I was ei- 


ther almoſt ſecluded from ſociety on ſhip- 


board, or when on ſhore among the na- 
tives. I have wandered through the 
woods, reflecting on the ſingular goodneſs 
of the Lord to me, in a place where, per- 
haps, there was not a perſon who knew 
him for ſome thouſand miles round me. 
Many a time, upon theſe occaſions, I 
have reſtored the beautiful lines of Pro- 
tius to the right owner; lines full of 
blaſphemy and madneſs, when addreſſed. 
to a creature, but full of comfort and pro- 
priety in the mouth of a believer. 


Sic ego dgſertis poſſim bene vi were . 
Quo nulla humano fit via trita pede; 
Tu mibi curarum requies, in nocte velatra 
Lumen, & in folis tu nibi turba locis. 


PARAPHRASED. 


In deſert woods with thee, my God, 
Where human footſteps never trod, 
How happy could I be! 
Thou my repoſe from care, my light 
Amidſt the wech of the night, 
In ſolitude my company. 


t 
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In the courſe of this voyage I was won- 
derfully preſerved in the midſt of many 
obvious and many unforeſeen dangers. 
At one time there was a conſpiracy amongſt 
my own. people to turn pirates, and take 
the ſhip from me. When the plot was 
nearly ripe, and they only waited a con- 
venient opportunity, two of thoſe con- 
cerned in it were taken ill one day; one 
of them died, and he was the only per- 
ſon I buried while : on board. This ſuſ- 
pended the affair, and opened a way to its 
diſcovery, or the conſequence might have 
been fatal. The ſlaves on board were 
likewiſe frequently plotting inſurrections, 
and were ſometimes upon the very brink 
of miſchief; but it was always diſcloſed in 
due time. When I have thought myſelf 
moſt ſecure, I have been ſuddenly alarmed 
with danger, and when I have almoſt de- 
ſpaired of life, as ſudden a deliverance has 
been vouchſafed me. My ' ſtay upon the 
coaſt was long, the trade very precarious, 
and, in the purſuit of my buſineſs, both on 
board and on ſhore, I was in deaths often. 
Let the ne inſtance ſerve as a TIO 
men. 
I was at a place called: Mana, near Cape 
* where 1 had tranſacted very large 


concerns, 


concerns, and had, at the time I am 
ſpeaking of, ſome debts. and accounts to 
ſettle, Which required my attendance on 
ſhore, and I intended to go as the next 
morning. When I aroſe, I left the ſhip, 
according to my purpoſe ; but, when 1 


came near the ſhore, the ſurf or beach f 


the ſea ran ſo high, that I was almoſt 
afraid to attempt landing. Indeed, I had 
often ventured at a worſe time, but I felt 
an inward hindrance and backwardneſs, 
which I could not account for; the ſurf 
furniſhed a pretext for indulging it, and 
after waiting and heſitating for about half 
an hour, I returned to the ſhip, without 
doing any buſineſs, which, J think, I never 
did but that morning in all the; time 1 
uſed that trade. But I. ſoon perceived 
the reaſon of all this. It ſeems, the day 
before I intended to land, a ſcandalous 
and groundleſs charge had been laid 
againſt me (by whoſe inſtigation I could 
never learn) which greatly threatened, my 
honour and intereſt both in Africa and 
England, and would, . perhaps, humanely 
ſpeaking, have affeckedl my life, if. 1 had 
landed according to my intention. I ſhall, 
perhaps, incloſe a letter, which wil give 
à full account of this ſtrange 1 
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and therefore” ſhall ſay no more of it here, 
any further than to tell you, that an at 
tempt, aimed either to deſtroy my life or 
character, and which might very proba- 
bly in its conſequences, haye ruined my 
voyage, paſſed off without the leaſt incon- 
venience. The perſon moſt concerned 
owed me about an hundred pounds, which 
he ſent me in a huff, and otherwiſe, per- 
haps would not have paid me at all. I 
was very uneaſy for a few hours, but 
was ſoon afterwards comforted. I heard 
no more of my accuſation, till the next 
voyage, and then it was publicly acknow- 
ledged to have been a malicious calumny, 
without the leaſt ſhadow of a ground. | 
Such were the viciſſitudes and diffi- 
culties through which the Lord preſerved 
me. Now and then both faith and pati- 
ence were ſharply exerciſed, but ſuitable 
ſtrength was given; and as thoſe things 
did not occur every day, the ſtudy of the 
Latin, of which 1 gave a general account 
in my laſt, was renewed, and carried on 
from time to time, whew: buſineſs would | 
permit. I was moſtly very regular in 
the management of my time; F allotted 
about eight hours for ſleep and meals, 
eight hours for exerciſe and devotion, 
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and eight hours to my books; and this; 
by diverſifying my engagements, the 
whole day was agreeably filled up, and I 
ſeldom found a day too long, or an hour 
to ſpare. My ſtudies kept me employed, 
and fo far it was. well; | otherwiſe they 
were hardly worth the time they coſt, as 
they led me to an admiration of falſe 
models and falſe maxims; an almoſt un- 
avoidable conſequence, I ſuppoſe, of an 
admiration of claſſic authors. Abating 
what I have attained of the language, I 
think I might have read Caſſandra or Cleo- 
patra to as good purpoſe as I read Livy, 
whom 1 now account an real romancer, 
though in a different way. 

Prom the coaſt. I went to St. Chriſta 
pher's; and here my idolatrous heart was 
its own puniſhment. The letters I ex- 
pected from Mrs, ****** were by miſ- 
take forwarded to Antigua, which had been 
at firſt propoſed as our port. As I was 
certain of her punctuality in writing, if 
alive, I concluded, by not hearing from 


her, that ſhe was ſurely dead. This fear 


affected me more and more; I loſt my 
appetite and reſt; I felt an inceſſant pain 
in my ſtomach, and in about three weeks 
time, I was near liniipg under the weight 


of 


. 
of an imaginary ſtroke. I felt ſome ſe- 


vere ſymptoms of that mixture of pride 


and madneſs, which is commonly called 4 
broken heart; and indeed I wonder that 
this caſe is not more common than it ap- 
pears to be, How often do the potſherds 
of the earth preſume to contend with their 
Maker ? And what a wonder of mercy is 

it that they are not all broken ? How- 
ever, my complaint was not all grief, 
conſcience had a ſhare, I thought my 
unfaithfulneſs to God had deprived me 
of her, eſpecially my backwardneſs in 
ſpeaking of ſpiritual things, which I could 
hardly attempt even to her. It was this 
thought, that J had loſt invalu. e irre- 
coverable opportunities, which both duty 
and affection ſhould have engaged me to 
improve that chiefly ſtung me; and I 
thought I would have given the world to 
know ſhe was living, that I might at leaſt 
diſcharge my engagements. by writing, 
though I were never to ſee her again. 
This was a ſharp leſſon, but I hope it did 
me good; and when I had thus ſuffered 
ſome weeks, I thought of ſending a ſmall 
veſſel to Antigua. 1 Ga ſo, and ſhe brought 
me ſeveral] packets, which reſtored my 


health and peace, and gave me a ftrong 
8 2 8 contraſt 
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contraſt of the Lord's goodneſs to me, * 
my unbelief and ingrattude towards him. 
In Auguſt 1753, I returned to L 
My ftay was very ſhort at home, that 
voyage only ſix weeks; in that ſpace 
nothing very memorable occurred ; I 
ſhall thereſore begin my next with an ac- 
count of my third and laſt voyage. And 
thus I give both you and myſelf hopes of 
a ſpeedy period to theſe memoirs, which 
be to be tedious and minute, even to 


- myſelf; only I am animated by the thought 


that I write at your requeſt, and have 


therefore an us rags of ſhewing my- 
ſelt, 


Tour obliged ſervant. 


JANUARY 31, 1763. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIII. 
DEAR SIR, 


M Y third voyage was dents and 
leſs perplexed than either of the former. 
Before I failed, I met with a young 
man who had formerly been a midſhip- 
man, and my intimate companion on 
board the Harwich, He was, at the time 
I firſt knew him, a ſober youth, but I 
found too much fucceſs in my unhappy 
attempts to infect him with libertine prin- 
ciples. When we met at L „our 
acquaintance renewed upon the ground 
of our former intimacy. He had 

ſenſe, and had read many books. Oo 
converſation frequently turned upon re- 
ligion, and I was very deſirous to repair 
the miſchief I had done him. I gave him 
a plain account of the manner and reaſon 
of my change, and uſed every argument 
to perſuade him to relinquiſh his infidel 
ſchemes: and when I ſometimes preſſed 
him fo cloſe. that he had no other reply 


G 3 . - 


Wh 
to make, he would remind me that I. was 
the very firſt perſon who had given him 
an idea of his liberty. This occaſioned 
me many mournful reflections. He was 
then going maſter to Guinea himſelf, but 
before his ſhip was ready, his merchant 
became a bankrupt, which diſconcerted 
his voyage. As he had no further ex- 
pectations for that year, I offered to take 
him with me as a companion, that he 
might gain a knowledge of the coaſt; and 
the gentleman who employed me pro- 
miſed to provide for him upon his return. 
My view in this was not ſo much to ſerve 
him in his buſineſs, as to have an oppor- 
tunity of debating the point with him at 
leiſure; and I hoped in the courſe of 
my voyage, my arguments, example, and 
prayers, might have ſome good effect on 
him. My intention in this ſtep was bet- 
ter than my judgment, and J had frequent 
reaſon to repent it. He was exceedingly 
profane, and grew worſe and wor ſe; I 
ſaw in him a moſt lively picture of what 
I had once been, but it was very incon- 
venient to have it always before my eyes. 
Beſides, he was not only deaf to my re- 
monſtrances himſelf, but laboured all he 
n to counteract my influence _= 

x Others 
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others. His ſpirit and paſſions were like- 
wiſe exceeding high, ſo that it required 
all my prudence and authority to hold 
him in any degree. of reſtraint, He was 
as a ſharp thorn in my ſide for ſome 
time; but at length I had opportunity 
upon the coaſt, of buy ying a ſmall veſſel, 
which J ſupplied with a cargo from my 
own, and gave him the command, and 
ſent him away to trade on the ſhip's ac- 
count. When we parted, I repeated and 
enforced my beſt advice. I believe his 
friendſhip and regard was as great as could 
be expected, where principles were ſo dia- 
metrically oppoſite; he ſeemed greatly 
affected when I left him, but my words 
had no weight with him; when he found 
himſelf at liberty from under my eye, 
he gave a haſty looſe to every appetite; 
and his violent irregularities, joined to 
the heat of the climate, ſoon threw. him 
into a malignant fever, which carried him 
off in a few days. He died convinced, 
but not changed. The account. I had 
from thoſe who were with him was dread- 
ful; his rage and deſpair ſtruck them all 
with horror, and he pronounced his own 
fatal doom before he expired, without 
any appearance that he either hoped or 
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 #ſred "I mercy. I thought this awful 
contraſt, might not be improper to give 
you, as a ſtronger view of the diſtin- 
guiſhing goodneſs of God to me, the 
chief of ſinners. 
'T leſt the coaſt in about RON 3 
and failed for St. Chriſtopher's. Hitherto 
I had enjoyed a e ſtate of health, 
equally in every climate, for ſeveral years: 
but, upon this paſſage, I was viſited with 
a fever, which gave me a very near 
proſpect of eternity: I have obtained 
liberty to incloſe you three or four letters, 
which will more clearly illuſtrate - the 
ſtate and meaſure. of my experience, at 
different times, than any thing I can fay 
at preſent, One of them you will find 
was wrote at this period, when I could 
hardly hold a pen, and had ſome reaſon 
to believe I ſhould write no more. I had 
not that a»ogpa®, which is ſo deſirable 
at a time when fleſh and heart fail; but 
my hopes were greater than my fears, 
= I felt a ſilent compoſure of ſpirit, 
which enabled me to wait the eyent with- 
out much anxiety. My truſt, though 
weak in degree, was alone fixed upon 


Full aſſurance. 
the 
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the blood and righteouſneſs of - Jeſus, 
and thoſe words, © he is able to fave'to 
the uttermoſt, gave me great relief. 
I was for a while troubled with a very 
ſingular thought— whether it was a temp- 
tation, or that the fever difordered my 
faculties, I cannot ſay, but I ſeemed not 
ſo much afraid of wrath and punifhment, 
as of being loſt and overlooked amidſt 
the myriads that are continually entering 
the unſeen world. What is my foul, 
thought I, amongſt fuch an innumerable 
multitude of beings! And this troubled 
me greatly. Perhaps the Lord will take 
no notice of me. 1 was perplexed thus 
for ſome time, but at laſt a text of ſcrip- 
ture, very appoſite to the caſe, occurred 
to my mind, and put an end to the 
doubt: « The Lord knoweth them that 
are his.” In about ten days, beyond the 
hopes of thoſe about me, I began to 
amend, and by the time of our arrival 
in the Weſt Indies 1 was perfectly reco- 
vered. —I hope this viſitation was made 
uſeful to me. 

Thus far, that is, for about the fright 
of ſix years, the Lord was pleaſed to 
lead me in a ſecret way. —I had learnt 
Smething. of the evil of my heart: 1 
G 5 had 
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had read he. Bible over and over, with 
' ſeveral good books, and had a general 
view of the gopel truth. But my concep- 
tions were, in many reſpects, .confuſed ; 
not having, in all this time, met with one 
acquaintance who could aſſiſt my inqui- 
ries. But upon my arrival at St. Chriſto- 
pber's, this voyage, I found a Captain of 
a ſhip from London, whole converſation 
was greatly helpful to me. He was, and 
is a member of Mr. B——-7's church, a 
man of experience in the things of God | 
and of a lively communicative turn. We 
diſcovered each other by ſome caſual ex- 
preſſions in mixed company, and ſoon 
became (fo far as. buſineſs would permit) 
inſeparable. For near a month we ſpent 
every evening together on board each 
other's ſhip alternately, - and often pro- 
longed our viſits till towards: day-break. 
I was all ears; and what was better, he 
not only informed my underſtanding, but 
his diſcourſe inflamed my heart. — He 
Encouraged me to open my mouth in 
ſocial prayer, he taught me the _ 
tage of chriſtian converſe; he put m 
upon an attempt to make my "eofeflon 
more public, and to venture to ſpeak 
your God. From him, or rather from 
the 


Law 1 


the ane by his means, I received an ; 


increaſe of knowledge; 8 conceptions 


became clearer and more evangelical,” and 


I was delivered from a fear which had 
long troubled me, the fear of relapſing 


into my former apoſtaſy. But now I be- 
gan to underſtand the ſecurity of the 
covenant of grace, and to expect to be 
preſerved, not by my own power and 


holineſs, but by the mighty power and 
promiſe of God, through faith in an un- 
changeable Saviour. He likewiſe gave me 
a general view of the ſtate of religion, 


with the errors and controverſies of the 


times (things to which I had been entirely 


" ſtranger) and finally, directed me where 
to inquire in London for further inſtruc- 


tion; with theſe new acquired-advantages, 
J left him, and my paſſage homewards 
gave me leiſure to digeſt what 1 had 


received; I had much comfort and free 
dom during thofe ſeven weeks, and my 
ſun was ſeldom. clouded. } arrived ſafe 


mL —, Auguſt-17 54. 


My ftay at home was zem to be 


but ſhort, and by the beginning of No- 


vember, I was ready again for the ſea; 
but the Lord ſaw fit to dversrule my 


deſign, During the time I was engaged 
ie 2” G 6 in 
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zn the ſlave trade, I never had the leaſt 
ſcruple as to its lawfulneſs; I was, upon 
the whole, ſatisfied with it, as the ap- 


pointment Providence had marked out 
for me; yet it was, in many reſpects, ;far 


from eligible. It 1s, indeed, accounted 
a genteel employment, and is uſually 


very profitable, though to me it did not 


prove ſo, the Lord ſeeing. that a large 
increaſe of wealth could not be good for 
me. However, I conſidered myfelf as 


a ſort of Gaoler or Turnkey : and I was 
ſometimes ſhocked with an employment 
that was perpetually converſant with 
chains, bolts and ſhackles. In this view 


I had often petitioned, in my prayers, 
that the Lord (in his own time) would be 
pleaſed to fix me in a more humane calling, 


and (if it might be) place me where 1 
might have more frequent converſe with 


His people and ordinances, and be freed 
from thoſe long ſeparations from home, 
which very often were hard to bear: my 


Prayers were now anſwered, though in a 
way I little expected. I now experienced 
another ſudden unforeſeen change of life : 


1 was within two days of failing, and, to 
all appearance in good health as uſual; 


but, in the afternoon as I was fitting 
| with 


| 
| 
| 
\ 
| 


| 
| 
| 
\ 
| 


belonged, I refigned the command the 
day before ſhe failed; and thus I was un- 


Fae} © 


with Mrs. *****#, by ourſelves drinking 


tea, and talking over paſt events, I was in 
a moment ſeized with a fit, which deprived 


me of ſenſe and motion, and left me no 


other ſign of life than that of breathing — 
I ſuppoſe it was of the apoplectic kind. 


It laſted about an hour, and when I re- 
covered, it left a pain and dizzineſs in my 
head, which continued with ſuch ſymp- 


toms, as induced the phyſicians to judge 
it would not be ſafe or prudent for me to 
proceed on the voyage. 1 by 
the advice of my friend, to whom the ſhip 


eres called from that ſervice, and 


freed from a ſhare of the future conſe- 


quences of that voyage; which proved 


extremely calamitous. The perſon who _ 


went in my room, moſt of the officers, 
and many of the crew died, and the veſſel 


was brought home with great difficulty. 


As I was now diſengaged from bufineſs, 
I left L————, and ſpent moſt of the 


following year at London, and in Kent. 


But I entered upon a new trial.—You 
will eaſily conceive that Mrs, *** *** yas 


not an unconcerned' ſpectator, when I lay 


extended, and, as ſne thought, expiring 
th Hee _ upon 
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upon the ground. In effect, the blow 
that ſtruck me reached her in the ſame 
inſtant; ſhe did not indeed, immediately 
feel it till her apprehenſions on my ac- 
count began to ſubſide ; but as I grew bet- 
ter, ſhe became worſe : her ſurprize threw 
her into a diſorder, which no phyſicians . 
could define, or medicines remove. With- 
out any of the ordinary ſymptoms of a 
conſumption, ſhe | decayed almoſt viſibly 
till ſhe became ſo weak that ſhe could 
hardly bear any one to walk acroſs the 
room ſhe was in. I was placed for about 
eleven months in what Dr. Young calls the 


„ e eadful poſt of obſervation, * 
Tue cc Darker every hour.” 0 | 


Ir was nbt till Aſter my eule mant; in 
my preſent ſtation that the Lord was 
pleaſed to reſtore her by his own hand, 
when all hopes from ordinary means 
were at an end. But before this took 
place, I have ſome other particulars to 
mention, which muſt be the ſubject of 
the following ſheet, which hope will be 
the: als on this ſubject from eat 


Your affectionate fervant 


h FEBRUARY: 1, 1763. 
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LETTER XIV. 


| DEAR SIR, 


By the directions I had received from 
my friend at St. Kitts, I ſoon found 


out a religious acquaintance in London. 


I firſt applied to Mr. B „ and\ chiefly 


attended upon his miniſtry, when in town: - 
From him I received many helps both in 


public and private; for he was pleaſed to 
favour me with his friendſhip from the 
' firſt. His kindneſs and the intimacy be- 
tween us has continued and increaſed to 
this day; and of all my many friends, I 
am moſt {Md indebted to him. The 
late Mr. H was my ſecond acquaint- 


ance; a man of a choice ſpirit, and an 


abundant zeal for the Lord's ſervice. I 


enjoyed his correſpondence till near the 
time of his death. Soon after, upon Mr. 


WW ds return from America, my two 
good friends introduced me to him; and 


though I had little perſonal acquaintance 
with him till afterwards, his miniſtry was 


exceedingly —.— to me. 1 had like- 
wiſe 
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ot 
wiſe acceſs to ſome religious ſocieties, and 
became known to many excellent chriſ- 
tians in private life. Thus when at 
London, I lived at the fountain-head, as 
it were, for ſpiritual advantages. When 
J was in Kent it was very different, yet I 
found ſome ſerious perſons there; but 
the fine variegated woodland country 
afforded me advantages of another kind. 
Moſt of my time, at leaſt ſome hours 
every day, I paſſed in retirement, when 
the weather was fair; ſometimes in thge 
thickeſt woods, ſometimes on the higheſt 
hills, where almoſt every ſtep varied the 
proſpect. It has been my cuſtom, for 
many years, to perform my devotiona 
exerciſes /ub dio, when I have opportunity, 
and I always find theſe rural ſcenes have 
| ſome tendency, both to refreſh and com- 
poſe my ſpirits. A beautiful diverſified 
proſpect gladdens my heart. When I 
am withdrawn from the noiſe and petty _ 
works of men, I confider myſelf as in the ; 
oreat temple, which the Lord has built for 
his own honour. 

The country bene Rocheſter and 
Maidſtone, bordering upon the Medway, 
was well ſuited to the turn of my mind; 
and was I to yo! over it now, I could 

point 
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point. to many a place where I remember 
to have either earneſtly ſought, or happily 
found, the Lord's comfortable preſence 
with my ſoul. And thus I lived, ſome- 
times at London, and ſometimes in the 
country, till the autumn of the follow- 
ing year. All this while 1 had two 
trials, more or leſs, upon my mind; the 
firſt and principal was Mrs. 4 
illnefs; ſhe ſtill grew worſe, and 1 had 
daily mote reaſon to fear, that the hour 
of ſeparation was at hand. When faith 
was in exerciſe, I was in ſome meaſure 
reſigned to the Lord's will; but too 
often my heart rebelled, and 1 found it 
hard, either to truſt. or to ſubmit. I had 
likewiſe ſome care about my future ſettle- 
ment; the African trade was overdone 
that year, and my friends did not care to 
fit out another ſhip till mine returned. 
, I was ſome time in ſuſpenſe, but, indeed, 
a, proviſion of food and raiment has ſel- 
og been a_ cauſe of great ſolicitude to 
| 1 found it eaſier to truſt the Lord 
2 "his point than in the former, and ac- 
cordingly this was firſt anſwered. In 
Auguſt, I received an account, that I was 
nominated to the office of —————, 
Theſe places are uizally obtained, or at 
* f 
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leaſt ſought, by dint of much intereſt and 

application; but this came to me un- 
ſought and unexpected. I knew, indeed, 
my good friend in L= had endea- 
voured to procure another poſt for me, 
but found it pre engaged. I found after- 
wards, that the place I had miſſed would 
have been very unſuitable for me, and 
that this, which I had no thought of, 
was the very thing 1 could have wiſhed 
for, affording me much leiſure, and the 
liberty of living in my own way. Several 
circumſtances, unnoticed by others, con- 
curred to ſhew me, that the good hand of 
the Lord was as remarkably concerned 

in this event as in met other leading turn 

of my Re fo 10, 

But when 1 gairied this point, my diſ- 
treſs in the other was doubled; I was 
obliged to leave Mrs. **#**#*, in the 
greateſt extremity of pain and illneſs, 
when the phyſicians could do no more, 
and I had no ground of hope, that 1 
ſhould ſee her again alive, but this that 
nothing is impoſſible with the Lord. I 
had a ſevere conflict, but faith prevailed: 
1 found the promiſe remarkably fulfilled, 
of ſtrength proportioned to my need. 
The day before 1 fer out, and 1 
| then, 
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| then, the burden was entirely taken from 


my mind; I was ftrengthened to reſign 
both her and myſelf to the Lord's diſpo- 
ſal, and departed from her in a cheerful 
frame. Soon after 1 was gone ſhe began 
to amend, and recovered ſo faſt, that in 
about two months I had the pleaſure | 
to meet her at Stone, on her Jaume, to 


; | 
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And . I think. 1 have anſwered, if 
not exceeded your deſire, Since- OZober 
1755, we have been comfortably: ſettled 


here, and all my circumſtances have been 


as remarkably ſmooth and uniform” as 
they were various in former years. My 
trials have been light and few. not but 
that I ſtill find in the experience of every 
day the neceſſity of a life of faith. My 
principal trial is - the body of fin and 
death, which makes me often to ſigh out 
the apoſtle's complaint, “ O wretched 
man !” But with him likewiſe I can 
fay, «I thank God through J eſus Chriſt 
my Lord.” I live in a barren land, 
where the knowledge and power of the 


goſpel is very low; yet here are a few of 


the Lord's. people ; and this wilderneſs 


has been a uſeful ſchool to me, where I 


have ſtudied more leiſurely the truths I 
gathered 


a 
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gathered vp in London. 1 brought down 

with me a conſiderable ſtock of notional 
truth, but I have fince found, that there 
is no effectual teacher but God that we 
can receive no farther than he is pleaſed 
to communicate; and that no knowledge 
is truly uſeful to me, but what is made 
my own by experience. Many things, 
I thought I had learned, would not ſtand 


in an hour of temptation, till I had in this 


way learned them over again. Since the 


year 1757, I have had an increaſing ac- 5 


quaintance in the Weſt Riding of York- 
ſhire, where the goſpel flouriſhes greatly. 
This has been a good ſchool to me: I 
have converſed at large among all par- 
ties without joining any; and in my at- 
tempts to hit the golden mean, I have 
ſometimes been drawn too near the dif- 
ferent extremes; yet the Lord has ena- 
bled me to profit by my miſtakes. In 
brief, I am ſtill a learner, and the Lord 
ſtill condeſcends to teach me. I begin 
at length to ſee that I have attained but 
very little; but 1 truſt in him to carry on 
his own work in my ſoul, and by all the 
diſpenſations of his grace and providence 
to increaſe my knowledge of him and of 
FR} - . ' 
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When I was fixed in a houſe, and found 


my buſineſs would afford me much lei- : 


ſure time, I conſidered in what manner I 
ſhould improve it. And now having 
_ reaſon to cloſe with the apoſtle's deter- 
| mination, „to know nothing but Jeſus 
Chriſt and him crucified,” I devoted 
my life to the proſecution of ſpiritual 
knowledge, and reſolved to purſue no- 
thing but in ſubſervience to this main de- 
ſign. This reſolution divorced me (as I 
have already hinted) from the claſſics and 
mathematics. My firſt attempt was to 
learn ſo much Greek, as would: enable 
me to underſtand the New Teſtament and 
Septuagint; and when I had made ſome 
progreſs this way, I entered upon the He- 
brew the following year; and two years 
afterwards having ſurmiſed ſome advan- 
tages from the Syriac verſion, I began 
with that language. You muſt not think 
that I have attained, or ever aimed at a 
critical ſkill in any of theſe; I had no bu- 
ſineſs with them, but as in reference to 


ſomething elſe. I never read one claſſie 


author in the Greet; I thought it too late 
in life to take ſuch a round in this lan- 
guage, as I had done in the Latin. I only 
wanted the ſignification of ſcriptural = 

: and 
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and phraſes, and for this I thought I might 


avail myſelf of Scapala, the Synopſis, and 


others, who had ſuſtained the drudgery be- 
fore me. In the Hebrew I can read the hiſ- 
torical books and pſalms, with tolerable 
eaſe, . but in the prophetical and difficult 
parts, I am frequently obliged to have re- 
courſe to Lexicons, &c. However I know ſo 
much as to be able, with ſuch helps as 
are at hand, to judge for myſelf the mean- 
ing of any paſſage I have occaſion to con- 
ſult. Beyond this I do not think of pro- 
ceeding, if I can find better employment; 
for I would rather be ſome way uſeful to 
others, than die with the W of an 
eminent linguiſt. 

Together with theſe ſtudies, I have kept 
up a courſe of reading of the belt writers in 
divinity that have come to my hand, in 
the Latin and Engliſh tongue, and ſome 
French (for I picked up the French at times, 
while I uſed the ſea). But within theſe two 

or- three years I have accuſtomed myſelf 
chiefly to writing, and have not found time 
to read many books beiides the ſcripture. 

I é am the more particular in this account, 
as my caſe has been ſomething ſingular; 
for in all my literary attempts I have been 
obliged to ſtrike out my own path, by the 
| light I could acquire from books, as I have 
not 
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not had a teacher or aſliſtant ſince I was 
ten years of age. 8 50 

One word concerning my views · to he 
miniſtry, and I have done. 1 have told you, 
that this was my dear mother's hope con- 
cerning me; but her death, and the ſcenes 
of life in which I afterwards engaged, 
ſeemed to cut off the probability. The 
firſt deſires of this ſort in my own mind, 
aroſe many years ago, from a reflection on 
Gal. i. 23, 24. I could but wiſh for ſuch 
a public opportunity to teſtify the riches of 
divine grace. I thought I was, above moſt 
living, a fit perſon to proclaim that faith- 
ful ſaying, That Jeſus Chriſt came into 
the world to ſave the chief of ſinners ;” 
and as my life had been full of remarkable 
turns, and I ſeemed ſelected to ſhew what 
the Lord could do, 1 was in ſome hopes 
that, perhaps, ſooner or later, he BRUT call 
me into his ſervice. 

T believe it was a diſtant hope of this, 
that determined me to ſtudy the original 
_ ſcriptures ; but it remained an imperfect 
deſire in my own breaſt, till it was re- 
commended to me by ſome - chriſtian 
friends. I ſtarted at the thought, when 
firſt ſeriouſly propoſed to me; but aſter- 
wards ſet apart ſome weeks to conſider the 
caſe, to conſult my iriends, and to intreat 


the 
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my friends, and many things "a occurred, 
tended, .to engage me. My firſt thought 


was to join the diſſenters, from a preſump- 
tion that I could not honeſtly make the re- 


quired ſubſcriptions; but Mr. C-—, in a 
_ converſation upon theſe points, moderated 


my ſcruples ; and preferring the eſtabliſhed _ 
church in ſome other reſpects, I accepted 


a title from him, ſome months afterwards, 


and ſolicited ordination from the late Arch- 


. biſhop of York : I need not tell you I met a 


_ refuſal, nor what ſteps I took afterwards, 


ſtory, and preſume you will acknowledge 1 


to ſucceed elſewhere. At preſent I deſiſt 
from any applications. My deſire to ſerve 
the Lord is not weakened; but I am not fo 
haſty to puſh myſelf forward as I wis for- 
merly. It is ſufficient-that he knows how | 
to diſpoſe of me, and that he both can and 
will do what is beſt. To him I commend 
myſelf: 1 truſt that his will and my true 
intereſt are inſeparable. To his name be 
glory for ever. And thus I conclude my 


have been particular enough. I have room 
for no more, but to repeat that 


I am, Sit, Your' 'S, &c. 
| FEBRUARY 25 1763. ; | | ri 
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